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Declaration 


Although we do riot promote or condone a culture of violence, or the random 
killing of any innocent civilians in the East or the West, we stand firmly 
against the deliberate forging of the meaning of Tawheed and changing its 
essence by any party, inside Islam or by outsiders. Revival of this Ummah is 
in serious jeopardy if such practices are left to breed by any counterfeit 
conception of any kind. The revival of the Ummah hinges completely on the 
correct understanding and the right application of Tawheed as revealed by 
Allah 5® and delivered to Human kind by the Prophet lH. 

The Issue is not to declare any specific individual, government or ruler as 
unbeliever (Kafir). The issue is to comprehend the definition, conditions and 
boundaries of Tawheed, and to recognize the present situation in the Muslim 
Land clearly and correctly. There is no chance for any improvement of the 
Nation without such perception and recognition. 


“The Problem with this specific ‘Counterfeit Salafis’ group, contrary 
to all those who righteously follow Al-salaf, is not only the wrong 
application of an Islamic Principle; it is rather the wrong 
interpretation and complete downplay of a major pillar in the 
concept of Tawheed; namely Ruling with the Laws of Allah Hi in the 
lives of the Muslim Ummah. The spread of such Bida’a hinders the 
revival of the Ummah and makes Muslims weaker amongst the 
nations of the world. This Bida’a is contrary to the message of Islam 
and is certainly in opposition to the stand of the followers and 
successors of the Prophet HI 


y ijj&i V - AjCjJi]! ‘U&Kull liMi. — t> i* 4 j h Cjxij j —1 Sjjlai £)) " 

LajIj ' j - 1) I ^ ff ^l Jjji Laj Jalia JjjWi Iki Jja-a 

SLt^ ^ \ ^ Jlali oUj ^ 

AJLujj £-a njj c jLuail djj) La jAj c4-aV) 

cAC-LaaJlj 4_LuJ| J&j ^ Ulxla]) La£j |§| JUf-Jl La£ £Lu!$\ 
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Introduction 


j LujaA.)' <_ja aillj A_j*J j tAjAglluiJ j 6^)A*!luiJ j A. uxJjja i j oAa^J ail Aa^AI (jl 

^Ac. ^IaaaI j ^gAx^J j t^A ^£AIa ^ja J cAJ JjAaA ^ls aill A^J ^ja cUIIaC-I dll \ j-uj 

A*J j 4JI ^Ac. j ,1 a\a IjA-Iui 


At the turn of the 20 th century, the Muslim Ummah was hit by 
an evil that can only be compared to the major Fitnah of the 
assassination of Othman d or the Fitnah between Ali d and 
Mu’awiyah d; this evil was the collapse of the Khilafah 
system in the wake of WWI. After eighty years of this 
catastrophe, its impact is still unfolding in the lives of Muslim s . 
It is beyond the scope of this book to explain such an impact. 
However, it is very obvious that the most significant outcome 
of this catastrophe was the demise of the Islamic state entirely. 
Muslims ceased to have a core state 1 around which their 
collective effort can be of significance to all. Instead, smaller 
and weaker states have emerged to replace the Empire which 
safeguarded the Islamic Culture, Laws and Unity for 1400 
years. It was the first time in its history that it faced such 
situation. Moreover, it took the Islamic world a few years to 
realize the awkward and dangerous situation that it found itself 
plummeting into. 

The reaction to this situation varied throughout the Islamic 
world. In the absence of a central authority, the great principle 
of “Commanding Good and Preventing Evil“ j 

CF was enacted by the establishment of what is known as 
the “Islamic Movements”. The first to appear in the early 30’s, 
was the movement of “Al-Ikhwan Al-Muslimoon” 

in Egypt by Hassan Al-Banna (May Allah rest his soul in 


1 The significance of the core state to the survival of cultures in general was 
highlighted by Ibn Khaldoon in his “Introduction”, and most recently by 
Samuel Huntington in his book “The Clash of Civilizations”, p.207. 
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peace), followed, in early 40’s, by “Al-Jama’a Al-Islamiyah” 
in Pakistan by Abu Al-A’ala Al-Mawdudi (May 
Allah rest his soul in peace). This was not a first in the Islamic 
history that Muslims organized to enforce the principle of 
“Commanding Good and Preventing Evil” in the absence of a 
central authority 2 . Among such previous movements, two were 
established at the time of Al-Maamon Al-Abbasi u>Aali; one led 
by Khalid Al-Daryoush <A*u^ and the other by Sahl Ibn 
Salamah Al-Ansari ^ These two movements 

enforced the Laws of Islam after chaos erupted in Baghdad in 
the wake of Al-Amin’s assassination 3 . 

However, the contemporary movements quickly discovered that 
the problem with the new reality of the Muslim land was not 
only the absence of an authority that enforces the great 
principle of “Commanding the Good and Preventing the Bad”, 
but it was the absence of Islamic Laws altogether in the lives of 
Muslims, and the subsequent replacement of Sacred Laws with 
Secular, Man-Made laws 

It was only logical that Muslims spent time determining the 
exact ruling of the new reality of the Muslim Land. The 
interpretation of such reality was not easy to comprehend. It 
was altogether new to the rulings of Liqh and the Fiqh 

of reality 4^2, which are the two requirements of Fatwa. 
The one and only time when Muslims were faced with a similar 
situation was during the Mongols’ invasion of Baghdad and the 
Eastern Islamic parts of the Abbasi Empire. At that time, 
Sheikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah provided a definitive ruling on 
the issue of governing by Man-Made Laws instead of Sacred 
Laws in the land of Muslims. 


2 Although this case is completely different in nature than todays, as the 
absence of authority was on the executive level and was local and 
temporarily. 

3 “Lectures in the History of Islamic Nations, Abbasi State” By Skeikh Al- 
Khudary, ,pl81. 
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It is essential here to bring up an important point, which was 
totally missed in all the literature that dealt with this situation. 
It is absolutely critical to realize that the way Islamic Laws 
were applied throughout the history of the Khilafah bears no 
resemblance and cannot be equated to the format of Secular 
Laws in the present time. The proper understanding of the 
difference between the two methods will clarify the rulings in 
the books of Fiqh, regarding dealing with the governors, which 
reflect the time of Khilafa; versus ruling by Man-Made Laws in 
the present time. 

Following the establishment of the first Islamic state in 
Medinah by the Prophet H and during the 1325 Hijri years 
afterwards, the application of Islamic Laws was merely through 
the “practical submission” of the Khalifas to the rulings of the 
Scholars fUkll ? “ Mujtahidoon ” and people of Fiqh 

“ Fuqaha ” in all matters pertinent to Shari’ah. There was 

never a written constitution which stated that the Law of the 
Land is Shari’ah, since it was obvious to all that this was the 
essence of submission to Allah and the heart of Tawheed. 
Even the rulings of Fuqaha were never called “Laws”, as there 
is a difference between the ‘Law” in its contemporary meaning 
and the Fatawa in the Islamic sense. There was never a written 
social contract that is known nowadays as a “constitution” other 
than the inherent understanding of Tawheed that Shari’ah is the 
only Law of the land. The only way for a Khalifah to eliminate 
Shari’ah, as is the case in contemporary states, was to denounce 
it altogether, which has never happened before the Kamal 
Atatork so-called revolution against Islam in Turkey. But when 
a Khalifah or a ruler, wanted to do something that is in 
accordance with his desires, and that was not of Shari’ah, he 
would just issue an “executive” order to carry out his 
command; for example to seize a piece of land or property that 
does not legitimately belong to him. That is why throughout the 
history of the Islamic State, the scholars and Mujtahidoon 
rulings were always about a completely different situation that 
bears no resemblance to whatever Muslims are presently 
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experiencing. This is an essential difference that must be 
understood to accurately assess the current reality. 

In order to more clarify this difference, we will quickly 
examine the history leading to the adaptation of written 
constitutions based on Secular Laws. The transfer from Laws 
known as “Fiqh” 4 , to “Laws” that are documented as the 
official Law of the Land based on a written constitution from 
sources beside Quran and Sunnah, occurred over 100 years 
following Napoleon Bonaparte’s invasion of Egypt during the 
dynasty of Muhammed Ali of Albania. The invasion led the 
Sultan to adopt a policy of modernization of the Islamic State, 
and the consequent invitation of “specialists” in all fields of 
science, Law and arts to help in implementing this policy, 
amongst which many were “orientalists” The 

occupying European powers were very strong. They insisted on 
establishing separate courts, known as “mixed courts” in 
Muslim lands, where their subjects would be prosecuted instead 
of being prosecuted in accordance to Shari’ah in Islamic courts! 
“Mixed courts” existed in parallel with Shari’ah courts for 
decades. As a result of the “modernization” process, it was 
decided by the Sultan of Egypt to formulate the Islamic Fiqh 
into the “Law” format 5 ( similar to that of the Europeans) and to 
categorize it into the now-known forms of Law; such as 
criminal law, civil law and the like. An official Magazine of 
Law called “The Magazine of the Just Laws” 
was where these Shari’ah Laws were published. In the wake of 
WWI, Shari’ah courts became weaker and Muslims were 
permitted to attend “mixed courts” in some aspects of their life. 
By the mid 50’s, Shari’ah courts were completely abandoned 
and the secular laws that were used in “mixed courts” 


4 that is documented in books of Fiqh in one of the Mathhabs based on the 
understanding that it is the Law of the land and accepted by the rulers and 
Khalifas 

? However, still at that time, the only source of these shariat laws was Quran 
and Sunnah. 
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‘UaSji-all became the official Law of the land 6 . This was the 
turning point in the complete break-down of Shari’ah in the 
Muslim Land. 

It is obvious that throughout the Khilafa, the unwritten 
constitution was the Shari’ah of Allah Sf, which governed the 
lives of Muslims with the consent of the rulers; even if these 
rulers committed some “practical” deviations, which Ahlul 
Sunnah categorizes as sins. This is the situation -Liu that all the 
Fuqaha of those times dealt with and wrote about in the known 
books of Islamic Fiqh, as opposed to the complete 
abandonment and replacement of the Sacred Laws with Secular 
Man-Made Laws in the present time. This is why it is 
irrelevant, as we showed here and as many of the great scholars 
of Ahlul Sunnah stated, to apply these Fiqh rulings without 
going back to the “reality” or the ‘situation” -Liu of such 
rulings. Failing to recognize such difference is a complete 
failure of judgment. 

Going back to the point of Islamic Movements in contemporary 
time, many movements were established to lead Muslims in 
such an age where Shari’ah is no longer in control and where 
most of the Muslim Land is ruled by Secular Man-Made Laws. 
However, it happened that some Muslims, who belong to a few 
Islamic movements, failed to see the difference in the ‘Reality 
or Situation” Liu that most Muslim scholars realized as we just 
described above. Amongst those who failed to differentiate 
between the two situations is a group of people who call 
themselves, among others, “Al-Salafiyoon”. However, their 
failure was not their only gaffe. They added to that failure a bad 
attitude toward the scholars of Ahlul Sunnah who recognized 
such a difference. Furthermore, they attracted some young 
Muslims, using a Sufi-like approach of ignorance and 
submission, to blindly follow their lead. In addition, they also 


6 see more details in “The Situation of the Contemporary Law between 
Shari’ah and the Man-Made Laws”, Tariq Al-Bishry, p.14. 
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terrorized scholars of Ahlul Sunnah and bad-mouthed many of 
them. 

If it was only the mistake of not having the correct reading and 
understanding of the text of Quran and Sunnah, and the wrong 
application of the Hukm of Shari’ah in the new “reality of the 
situation”, it would have been easy to accept and possible to 
fix. But, adding all these other faults made them a real danger 
to understanding of Tawheed and a bad example for the coming 
generation to follow. 

In this book, we categorized all those who claim to follow the 
“Quran and Sunnah” and the way of “Al-Salaf’ in general into 
eight groups. We discussed in brief their opinions on specific 
issues which they fundamentally differ about. That was only for 
the purpose of distinguishing between those who took the 
wrong turn and adopted the wrong views, and those who either 
adopted the wrong views but did not drift into the wrong 
attitude toward others, or those who had the guidance of Allah 
in following the right rulings. 

It is rather sad to see some of our youth being misled by such 
wrong views. It weakens the Ummah and hinders its effort to 
regain its status on Earth as leader of Human kind to just, fair 
and moral life, as Allah iH wanted for it. They are only but 
passive, retreated, spy-minded, ignorant followers who have, on 
top of that, arrogance towards the real Sheikhs of Islam! I was 
at first, amazed that some one can be ignorant and, at the same 
time, arrogant. However, the similarity between the two words 
in English: “Arrogance vs. Ignorance” (the compilation of letters 
in both words), put my mind at ease and showed me the 
connection. 
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However, as Sheikh Bakr Abu Zaid Aj A 1 said 

about this Bida’a in “Al-Tasaneef’ 7 on page 41: 

(jC- ^ Q j Ajj La ^A^C. e^A i^j\ L«ia 0^ 44 

; (jl Ac-La^. J) 

La ’ <Ull j c^-Liil JAiill I^A * 

_ _ |_)\. J—r-a '4 

Ajjj ^^3 L>° j J ^Lj ^VjjA jjlj * 

>>( _3J3jJ AJ3j c^ojlc. j) ^g_i9 ^j^iaIj 

tlg_uolijl f\ Vi j l^_Ha cAj jlll e^A (jiL ~ 

s_ljj ; ^Ixj ^ (J j 3 tjJ\j t (jJ-aixa-all Ac-La^. k <Usi LjIj ((jjjjilaH) ^j*Jj 

” < | l> j ; ui]l_]si]l (_j-a 1 


“It is a comfort to know that this is a mere “sickness” that is 
quickly fading away, and is a strange lunacy that will end soon. 
For them to return to the Jama’a of Islam is to know that: 

■ These split-rows live without followers 8 as Allah §i 
said “And the unjust people have no followers”. 

■ These people have no case to defend, and their struggle 
is just a panic of the “rebellious” that is why you find a 
‘thug’ attitude in their stand without guidance... 

■ This Lunacy will - with the guidance of Allah Hi - go 
down, and will lose its steam, and will be chocked. The 
rebellion will come back to the rows of Ahlul Sunn ah 
Insha Allah, reciting the Ayah “Oh Lord save me from 
the unjust people”. 


7 Ironically, last year, a Suadi brother mentioned to me that members of this 
group are spreading the word amongst their ranks that Sheik Abu Zaid has 
“repeanted from what he said!! And he was fired from the committee of 
Fatwa!! And has condemned whoever qoute what he personally wrote!! 
Sunhan Allah, luncy has no bottom rock to hit! 

8 this means that they have followers who are blind to any light, since they 
were raised like Sufis, to follow without any brain work. 
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The real “Salaf” (predecessors) of these people are the like of 
Abdul Fattah Abu Ghoddah and his master Zahed Al- 

Khawthari as they bread and flourish on back-biting 

and eating the flesh of scholars of Ahlul Sunnah, whom, in the 
scale of Allah fSt, outweigh a whole world of the likes of such 
counterfeits. 

The Sunnah of Allah iH is that such bubbles do not survive. 
Such groups carry the seed of demise in their very 
methodology! They raise followers who can not replace them 
as they are taught to listen only to their masters and never to 
think. It is a group that has no future, Walhamdullelah. 


Dr Tariq Abdelhaleem 

Ramadan 1 st , 1424 
October 15 th , 2004 


14 



Stray Sects Series 


The Counterfeit Salafis 


Chapter One 

Terminology and Necessary definitions 


This subject, amongst many others, is poorly represented, if at 
all represented, to English speaking Muslims. It is rather sad 
that many of non-Arabic speaking Muslims in Europe and 
North America have no, or very little, references to guide them 
on both the academic level and the practical level. We intend to 
explain the main principles and terms of reference of the main 
streams of some of the modem Islamic “schools of thought”. 
We will also explain the stand of these groups on such major 
contemporary subjects as: democracy, governments, etc. 
Although, these groups might have some common ground, and 
an individual can belong to more than one group, they are 
completely different in many details when it comes to the 
application of the theoretical principles of Islamic thought. 


Al-Salafiyali *LdLJl 

The term Salaf in the Arabic language means in its general 
sense “the late”, or “what is before”, and more specifically “the 
predecessor”. However, this term was used by Muslim Scholars 
of Ahlul Sunnah 9 , since the time of Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, to point 
to the good predecessors of the first three generations as 
mentioned in the Hadith of the Prophet 0 : “The best 
generations are those of my generation 10 , then those who 


9 We use the term "Ahlul Sunnah" here to distinguish between them and the 
Shiat, on one hand and the other theorists of the 72 deviant sects on the other. 
However the tenn will be closely explained later in a different capacity. 

10 The word "Qarni" in Arabic, which literally means "my century" is 
translated here as ‘generation’ as this is the meaning in which the word is 
used in this context. This meaning is within the capacity of the word. 
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follow, and then those who follow” 11 . The ‘Goodness’ 0 f 
the three generations mentioned in the Hadith signifies that they 
are the best followers of the Sunnah of the Prophet 0 . The term 
was widely used by almost all of Ahlul Sunnah scholars over 
the history of Islam. 

However, in recent years following the decline of the Khilafah, 
the map of Islamic politics has completely changed. 
Secularism 12 has taken over in shaping the Laws of almost all 
of the Muslim countries 11 . The Governments of Muslims have 
openly adopted secularism as the alternative to Islam. In almost 
all of the constitutions of these Governments, it refers to Islam 
as “one of the sources of legislation” as opposed to as “the one 
and only source of legislation” in accordance with the basic 
principles of Tawheed. 

Al-Salafiyoon 

During the seventies, the decade most perceived as “the Decade 
of Islamic Revival”, and with the emergence of the 
contemporary Islamic movement in Egypt and the Arab 
peninsula, the term “Salafi” and “Al-Salafiyoon” 14 emerged to 
signify a specific group of people with a specific mandate. It 
was first used by a group of Egyptian “Sheikhs” such as 
Mohammad Ibn Ismail JjeUuii of Alexandria, and later by 


11 The hadith is reported by Al-Boukhari, Muslim, Al-Termizie, Ibn Majah 
and Ahmad. 

12 Secularism is the "worldly" vision of the universe. It is defined in the 
English dictionaries as "indifference to or rejection or exclusion of religion 
and religious considerations". However, it was translated at the end of the 
19 th century into the Arabic language as "Scientific" -GAlti Just to make it 
more acceptable to the common ignorant Muslims. 

13 Saudi Arabia is the only state, at this time that has not yet openly declared 
secular laws as the consitiution. The Saudi constitution still specifies Islamic 
shariat as the only source of law. However, some of the Kingdom’s opponents 
contest this stand. 

14 Those who follow the Salafi 
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Muqbel Al-Wadie of Yemen 15 . They were students of 

Hadith who based their legitimacy in the Islamic movement 16 
as being followers of “Ahlul Hadith” J*i as opposed to 
those of “Ahlul Raie” 17 J*'. However, the term “Salafis”, 
rather than Ahlul Hadith, was used to label them and their 
followers. At that time, there were other groups who used to 
follow the same base - adherence to Hadith and Sunnah in 
general, but different inteipretations of how to apply Sunnah to 
the present situation. These differences gave way to the 
emergence of other schools of though that can be labelled either 
under the “Salafi” term since they still follow the Salaf, or as 
they prefer to call themselves: Ahlul Sunnah Wal-Jama’a. 


Ahlul Sunnah Wal-Jama'a £c-U?Jlj 4-LuJl J&l : 


The term Ahlul Sunnah Wal-Jama’a points to those who agree 
to the principles of Tawheed in its two categories: Al- 
Ruboobiyah and Al-Uloohiyah. It is essential to mention that 
each of these terms is not completely exclusive to a certain 
group. Also, terms were sub-categorized on basis of the subject 
in question. For instance, the term Ahlul Sunnah points out to 
those who follow Sunnah rather than Bida’a. Hence, it 
distinguishes between Sunnis, Shiat or Mu’tazilah. However, 
when it comes to the subject of the Names and Attributes of 
Allah Hi, it points to those who affirmed the Attributes without 
any Taweel while completely negating any similarity to 


15 They were students of Al-Albani. 

16 I use "movement" here to point to a group rather than a "movement" which 
requires more organization and disciplined followers which would normally 
have a political agenda attached to its academic approach. 

17 Ahlul Raie l? 1 A chi in the Islamic thought are those who used Qiyas or 
"logical deduction" widely as opposed to Ahlul Hadith JaI who relied 
more on Hadith, and considered Hadith as stronger than Qiyas even if it is 
categorized as Weak -■ Q-A However, Ahlul Raie in the contemporary 
schools of thought, are those who do not follow the evidence of Shari’ah in 
general, rather they just provide their own opinions based on either ignorance 
or secular perspectives. 
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humans. This excludes the Ash'aries who partially used 

Taweel, and the Mu’tazilah who completely distorted 

the Attributes of Allah §i and departed from the way of the 
Salaf, Ahlul Hadith and Ahlul Sunnah; regardless of which 
term is used. 

In that era of the seventies, other groups adopted the approach 
of adhering to Shari’ah and denying secular laws, not only in 
relation to the Attributes, but also in understanding and 
evaluating the present situation in the political arena. In the 
next few pages we will attempt to map out the spectrum of the 
Salafi groups, including those groups who are more attached to 
the term “Ahlul Sunnah”. 

We will first clarify some terms used by “Murjiah” and 
“Khawarij” to discredit each other, either justifiably or not. 

Murjiah and Khawarij: 

Murjiah: A sect that traces its origin back to the second 
century, when some people adopted a school of thought that 
denies the importance of actions in Islam and concentrate 
heavily on the actions of the heart, which they called the 
“Aqeeda” or “7 ’tiqaacT’, which signifies the belief in the heart. 
Iman for this sect is merely theoretical. It is the heartily beliefs 
of a person that makes him/her a Muslim. 

Khawarij: Those people who denied the right of Ali Ibn Abi 
Taleb A the right to arbitrate in the crisis with Mu’awiyah A 
over the punishment of the killers of Uthman A. They split the 
Jama’a (Ali's group) and started to fight Ali A and kill anyone 
who stood with him, even if he was a companion. They also 
declared Mu’awiyah A and his group unbelievers. Later, their 
successors developed a theoretical base and twisted the 
evidence of Quran and Sunnah to justify their Bida’a. They 
came up with the opinion that sins constitute Kufr. Thus, any 
Muslim who commits a sin becomes a Kafir and he/she is 
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punishable by death. They considered Ali A and Mu’awiyah 4* 
and both their camps as sinners. Sins that are considered Kufr 
by Khawarij are those actions which Ahlul Sunnah Wal-Jama’a 
consider as merely sins as well; such as adultery, Riba, 
consuming alcohol, murder, lying, back-biting, etc.. Scholars 
considered the Hadith of the Prophet II describing a group of 
people who will come after his time who “...kill the people of 
Islam and leave in peace the people of idols” 18 , as a clear text in 
describing Khawarij. 

Necessary Clarifications: 

1. It is important to point out that in order to qualify as a 
member of a sect, one need to adopt all the “common 
principles” of that sect, as pointed out by Imam Al- 
Shatibi in “Al-I’etisam”. Unfortunately, the opposing 
factions of the “Salafi” groups, as well as the other Ahlul 
Sunnah Wal-Jama’a groups, accuse each other with such 
Bida’as. Groups, who belong to the upper side of the 
spectrum, call the later as Khawarij and visa versa. We 
are not claiming that all these groups are correct, as truth 
is only but one, but they all do not belong completely to 
either sect, as they do not believe in all the common 
principles of the sect. It is better to say that a group is 
“infected by the virus of Irjaa” or “by the virus of 
Khawarij” rather than being Murjiah or Khawarij, as Ibn 
Taymiyah mentioned. There can be a group of Salafis or 
Ahlul Sunnah, who have some beliefs that are in co mm on 
with either sect; although this does not justify labelling 
the group as either Khawarij or Murjiah. It is always 
better to stick to the understanding and behaviour of the 
Salaf. Allah St said: “O ye who believe! stand out firmly 
for Allah Hi, as witnesses to fair dealing, and let not the 
hatred of others to you make you swerve to wrong and 


18 Reported by Al-boukhari, Muslim, Alnesaie, Al-termizie, Abu Dawoud and 
ahmad 
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depart from justice. Be just: that is next to Piety: and fear 
Allah. For Allah is well-acquainted with all that ye do.” 
Al-Maidah 8. 

2. It is also important to point out that not every individual 
or group who claims to follow Quran and Sunnah 
actually do so. We have seen lately that some Sufis refer 
to themselves “Ahlul Sunnah” on their websites or 
lectures! This is propaganda aiming at attracting the 
common simple-minded Muslims who can not 
distinguish between what is right and what is wrong. 
However, the common Muslims have enough sense to 
know that the term Ahlul Sunnah Wal-Jama’a is what 
Muslims should be under. We have to be clear in regards 
to Bida’a and sects: Sufis, Mu’tazilah, Khawarij and the 
deviant sects are not among Ahlul Sunnah Wal-Jama’a or 
Salafis (in its broader meaning), even if they claim to be 
so. It is their principles and methodology of 
understanding the Sunnah that places them wherever they 
belong. 

For the purpose of this study, we divided those who belong to 
the methodology “ Manhaj ” of Ahlul Sunnah (the Salafis in its 
broader meaning; i.e. following the Salaf not merely those who 
label themselves as Salafis) into eight groups. Some of these 
groups accepts the label of “Salafis” and are known as 
“Salafis”, while others deny being “Salafis” (in its narrow 
meaning) and prefer to call themselves “Ahlul Sunnah Wal- 
Jama’a. We will look into the stand of these groups in relation 
to: 

1. Governments 

2. The democratic process and voting. 

3. Takfeer of Sayed Qutb. 
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4. Ij till ad and Taqleed: 19 “who is entitled to look into and 
consider evidence?” 

We have to keep in mind the following: 

• All the following groups claim to follow the evidence of 
Quran and Sunnah. However, the question is not whether 
a group reverts to Quran or Hadith for guidance, rather it 
is simply whether they interpret the evidence in the same 
way and use the same methodology of the first three 
preferred generations to reach a Fatwa. 

• Differences of opinion can be in either the belief itself, as 
between the Murjiah and Ahlul Sunnah in the subject of 
Iman, or in the application of some common beliefs, 
where Fatwa is issued based on different perceptions of 
the situation in hand. 

• Muslims in the West, and specifically the Islamic groups, 
are almost exclusively small and insignificant branch of 
one of the following groups. We did not mention any of 
them as they are not significant in any way in affecting 
the spectrum or shaping any new direction that can be 
addressed separately. 

• Also, it is important to mention that since new Muslims 
who revert from other religions, or born Muslim reverts, 
are massively approached by Sufis to drag them away 
from the way of Sunnah, some of the Salafi groups use 
the same tactics. More specifically, those who are active 
in Saudi Arabia, Yemen and Jordan (the 1 st and 2 nd 
groups as we will see) by addressing specific audiences 
such as the young, the needy and those who are totally 


19 Ijtihad: is making the necessary effort combined with acquiring the proper 
knowledge to arrive at a Fatwa. Taqleed is following a Mufti blindly without 
questioning due to lacking of proper knowledge. 
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ignorant of Islam. They try to promote the idea of Ijtihad 
and Taqleed and that no one is allowed to make Ijtihad 
except scholars. This is a correct idea in itself, but is 
often used to affirm a deviant conclusion. As they shape 
the minds of those who follow them and attend their 
conferences, the “scholars” presented at these events are 
those whom they claim to be the only worthwhile 
scholars, period! They also promote a correct concept 
that Muslims should be careful in labelling others and in 
applying Kufr or Bida’a descriptions to individuals, 
however they use the labelling tactics to prevent their 
followers from listening to scholars of Ahlul Sunnah in 
regards to the ruling on those who legislate the Man- 
Made Laws and remove shariat from governing the lives 
of Muslim s ! 

• The intention of the writer of this book is not to use this 
study to label any of the distinguished Da’wa people 20 , or 
to advocate any approach over the other. It is merely a 
map that, although might fall into the wrong hands and be 
used by the wrong people, it helps to clarify the situation 
to both friends and foes and makes the future steps 
clearer to the Ummah. It is always better to air one’s 
opinions and views than being vague and mysterious, 
which normally casts doubts on intentions and actions. 


20 Except of group one, who went astray in labelling scholars and being ill 
mannered with many people of Da’wa. 
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Chapter Two 

Categorization of Salafis & Ahlul Sunnah 


First Group: The Jami or Madkhali Group 


The founders and leaders of this group are Mohammad Aman 
Jami o'-*' of Ethiopia, and Rabi’e Al-Madkhali 21 


_1 Many scholars exposed Al-Madkhali and his twisted way of bashing the 
people of Da’wa under the cover of Jarh and Ta ’deel\ Sheikh Bakr Abu Zaid, 
one of the most respected Muskim scholars of this time, commented on the 
draft of a book that Al-Madkhali sent him to review.These are some of the 
points that Shiakh Bakr Abu Zaid made to Al-Madkhali (the text is in 
Arabic): 


j i_lia3 Ajjjj ^ A3 (jjjLic. 1 g*i.W j3 dllc. jjJa jaJI (j-a Aakib-a Jj! ^ - 

(jl <Ull (3 A ) (Jjdl i Aj^.jJl aA^._jJ iASAj^llj aI^JVIj (Jjj-al 

p_)?-ll i-sj a,\mll jjd ^ > nj io jpl jldl CjjAIaVI iJAi ^ <Ull ClilL-a pjln»"i ^ oj\L 

(Jlj^.1 ( _ 5 ic- klliujlj AjI^. 1 g i-o .nV' t _ 5 all lillj l"ll»iOl'>oll 

jl.nTil (jAJj lAA (jAJ ^o^ll ..dilajj-dl aAA ^^ic. I jg in p] <jjdl jUaSVl ^3 (jj-aLuidl »1 ole. 

i“i.Al lAA Aic. a"in^ Lo ^ Clul ilg-io (jjAifliujj p^ulc-j jUajl (jliVl ^ Ajj^ 

Ajjl_^aLuJ jjjlic. aIa^JU 1 g~nl g ~ 1 J AjA^j jjJaj-dlj AijUa-dU 

pjVl (jJal j-o pl.no p^lj tAill A>a^,j Apuj ^ Axj3j]I i(_£At*Jl jlall (■_ I.h1 

AjjIag j A*Jaiu .vj*i»j (j-o ^Jj AjI u.i~\ jLuuVl dAAl (jjidl (jo qI j j 


(_jd U , jidl p. *->A p..1..C- 

JAdl $**)...d&Ni <Mj 


; .1 A..1.4 ,j ul2Sl! 1 AA diAp. j3 ulijiaj - 
tplxJlj diill A_jLol tAiill ^c_g_io cA-ioidl aA_rdl Civ ill (Jj .<-il 

( .(j | i , %l.g.l t lll^ll ClloJ ^3 (_)Ja^)*Jl AjL-ajj L_JjLujV1 j^mij f j^Jl 

( Jn<-Millj 


At^.jjll plU-o (j-o Aill Aa^j Aj*jj a jj 3 lo (.“i;Ti ^Li <■“ iq* n'i Aal 4L_m^Jl l^oll I^jI (JjSl - 

teA^.1 j A-al^ AjxL Aj_^A Lo ^ia^ 3 *UjjJall AjU^. ^_^3 ajjldl A_a*jJ 1 ^^dl A-o _jl j] j t Ajln>i'Vqo j 

aSi! 3J- uJ J 4-Aj^.jdl Aa1£ c" ll j>>>" iqo ^J^joall j p^~\ 11 ^ Aill Aj^.jJ (jl ^^A j 

o^C.j f .\.>>■}!' (j-o Aill pj^Vi a-ladj s^^lail al^>aJl oAA ^j-o (j\j Lol l^A^ lAA 

Ia^I j ^A lo ^3 A-LaliUuVI k-jVI La a ajlAr- oii. jj' a^Ljj Vj lg-ic- VAj aLutOajil 

.( -*1342) fie- JjS Jj>UI 

IcA 1* LSAjI iS ji-i CJl^a. O-IJ - 
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of Yemen. They both got all or part of their 
education in Saudi Arabia. Also Mohammad Al-Banna 


Aad-a Al»a L_a^)C.I V j Jajlaik 4 . 1 i]l A^i*-a 161 ; . 'Il^l' llA alj-oi-a - 1 
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> 1)1 Aodllj (jjjJjall ^ 4_al£ (_£lic. 1-^ J j-a Ail Aj^yla ^^ic. A~\yS La V) ^fulj Alfui j* 

'.aJ* 
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(jLaJ^VI cJ^- 0 J* >1 J 4 jli^ll <=■! InAV I Ai-a lIjJJ i. 5 -^ (J-dll LS^ - i ^ytluiA £LJgJj a jjjla 

A_Lai*Jl elj'sll ;laill 4**'^*i llA j. , . Jll^ll L^J V ^Ja3 (J^-a ^vL^ll A u>moj 

jl j tL<Lu 13 Aijjj 4 l)j_^ LS^ A-a^,j Aujj i—Jjluil jjj j Aiu IjjIs jl£ Iij Ai_u-all c" j-a - 3 

Aj-alLdl ^Ic. jL*. ^ic. 4 ill In j-a a jl jj] 4_Lujl_ii V "<_£lllc.l" i—ijluil j$a ^Jj£ll ^nl> j-a alj)JJC.I 
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~Vq\ 1 
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^^ic- ajjxll j £• jjll ^ (3^ i3 jj^ykVI jLjC’l ^ Ail j 4 AjjI^JI jC- AaVI J 
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La (J_jA j£i 4(jjjlill IgJjliJ jl j (J^.^)ll 11 a c _ Ajlic. ^ L)^ 4<-_il_jaJl 
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A^a.Ic. j-a alliluiVI j a^ai-olL a! nielli _ _ _ o-sII y '■sl^Ili 4iilli jd A-oI£ jl >#> Ia jLiau 

This establishes where Al-Madkhali stands in the hierarchy of scholars, and, 
hence, where his students stand. 
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of Egypt, Ali Al-Halabi of Jordan are among the 

same group. They are represented in North America by some 
Society of Quran&Sunnah” 22 and other Web based groups. 


Core Principles of Group 1: 

The core principles of this group can be summarized in the 
following points: 

• Consider Iman as only the Aqeeda of the heart, and that 
actions are a complimentary condition to Iman 2 ’ 

jus. 

• Consequently, the ruling with secular laws by a 
government is permissible as they consider it an action 
rather than Aqeeda issue. 

• The existing ruling-systems in Muslim lands as 
legitimate and hence must be obeyed. 

• They went out of their way to legitimize the existing 
ruling-systems and make the rulers of secular 
governments legitimate Walls (ruler) and try to show 
that they are as good as the rulers of the Khilafah of 
Bani Ummayah and Bani Abbas. 

• Being in power is the source of legitimacy by itself. 
They also portrait those who oppose the secular 
governments as “Khawarij”. 

• It is Wajib “obligatory” to report to the authorities the 
people of Da’wa who do not follow their principles, 
since they consider them Khawarij! For the safety and 
well being of the larger Muslim Community. 


22 It is rather sad that these people hold conferences and attract young 
Muslims, with little or no knowledge by inviting “sheikh-like” figures from 
the Middle East. These “Skeiks” present a methodology that makes the brains 
of the followers freeze and become completely dependant on this group’s so 
called “scholars”. The result is an anny of submissive youths who follow 
blindly their Murjiah leaders without realizing it. 

23 Even if they deny it, it is the fallout of their approach. 
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• They categorized almost all the Du'aat (people of Da’wa 
or calling for the path of Allah iH) as deviant and bashed 
them as ignorant or people of Bida’a or Kuffar! They 
have many websites that are dedicated to bashing the 
Du’aatl They legitimize their bashing of Du’aat as 
application of what they claim the “Science of 
Criticism” or what is known in the Islamic sciences as 
“Elm Aljarh Wal Ta ’deel”\ 

• Of course, this group has no reservations on accepting 
democracy as a framework; since they do not interfere 
in the political process whatsoever. 

• In terms of Ijtihad and Taqleed, they adopt the same 
approach as Ahlul Sunnah where only scholars and 
Mujtahedoon are allowed to give Fatwa. However, they 
only consider those who agree with their point of view 
as scholars! 

• The main goal of their theology is to throw the 
accusation of Kuff on a particular Da 'iyah (singular of 
Du'aat); namely Sayed Qutb. They wrote volumes 
stating his Kuff! And completely labelled his Tafseer 
“In the Shade of the Quran” as a book of deviance! 
This stand against Sayed Qutb is actually against their 
official view of not making Takfeer (applying Kuff to a 
person) to anyone! 

• They practically have no place for Jihad, now or ever in 
their version of Islam. 

This group is perceived by all other groups as pure Murjiah 24 . 
They hold the worst ideas and they do not hesitate in snitching 
on fellow Muslims to the authorities, under the disguise that 
people, who call for following Quran and Sunnah as the 
constitution and as basis for public life, are danger to the 
general public and must be eliminated! Although they are an 


24 They are truely Murjiah as they not only are infected by the virus of Irjaa, 
but they also strayed far the path of Ahlul Sunnah by applying the principle of 
Irjaa in separating Iman from actions cUA CP uW-d <TA 
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insignificant minority, the followers of this group are spread in 
the Muslim Land and in the West as well. They fool the 
common Muslim by claiming to be Ahlul Sunnah and pretend 
that their stand is the pure truth! However, although they were 
able to fool many common Muslims and some reverts to Islam 
from the West, they are almost rejected by every one else. 

They can be perceived as the flip flop group! Aside from being 
wrong in their interpretation of the evidence, they hold no 
consistency in their methodology ( Manhaj ). They are 
“Murjiah” when it comes to dealing with rulers and 
governments, and “Khawarij” when it comes to other Du'aatl 
In the final analysis of their stand, they fit the criteria of the 
Hadith of Khawarij. They call for Takfeer of Du'aat (who are 
the people of Islam in the Hadith) and they call for peace and 
obedience to the rulers who embrace secular systems ! 25 

Second Group: The Album’s »UjI 

Although Sheikh Nasir Al-Deen Al-Albani 

(May Allah have mercy on his soul) is not the only scholar who 
belongs to this group, we labelled the group after him as he was 
the most well-known among those who belong to this faction. 
The group clearly carries delusions and doubts of Irjaa. Leaders 
of this group are figures like Al-Albani and Sheikh Muqbil Al- 
Wadi’e of Yemen JjL» jjASi. 


Core Principles of Group 2: 

The core principles of this group can be summarized in the 
following points: 


25 Among Canadians that belong to this group is Troid of the UK/Ontario. 
They are group of mostly converts with little or no knowledge and are brain¬ 
washed by the principles of this first group. 
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• Holding the same point of view as the first group in 
Iman 26 . It is important here to mention that this view of 
Iman was adopted in the history of Islamic beliefs by 
Abu Hanifah and some of his followers. For that 
reason, they were perceived by the rest of Ahlul 
Sunnah as the “Murjiah of the Sunnah! Or Murjiah of 
Fuqaha ^However, the Hanafi Mathhab is 
one of the most restricted Mathhabs in perceiving many 
actions as Kufr, to make up for the fallout of exclusion 
of actions from Iman. 

• Existing governments are legitimate and the rulers are 
sinning Muslims. They however, do not call for any 
uprising against them in accordance with the Hadiths 
that direct Muslims to follow their rulers as long as 
they are still Muslims. They peacefully call for 
improvements in the constitution and laws in order to 
be more consistent with Islamic rulings. 

• They state that the ruler does not become a Kafir unless 
he pronounces the word of Kufr explicitly, in 
accordance with their belief of Iman and that Kufr can 
only occur if the heart rejects Allah Sf. 

• The democratic process and voting under these systems 
are legitimate. However, some of their Fatwas show 
that they agree to the process from the point of view of 
bringing about the interest of the Muslims, not that they 
agree to the process from Aqeeda perspective. 

• Ijtihad and Taqleed : They also follow the same point of 
view of Ahlul Sunnah. However, they are much more 
respectful of scholars who do not agree with their 
views. They rejected the ideas of Sayed Qutb (May Allah 
have mercy on his soul) but they did not accuse him of 
Kufr, a stand that is more consistent than the first 
group. This is understandable as Al-Albani was far 


26 Al-Albani's views in that regard were refuted in many books and were 
opposed to the general consensus of Ahlul Sunnah in perceiving Iman as 
saying, believing and acting. 
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more of a respectful scholar and far more 
knowledgeable than the two insignificant students of 
Elm; Al-Madhkali and Al-Jami. 

• Jihad : For this group, Jihad is theoretical (as all 
systems of governments are legitimate) rather than 
practical. It causes more harm than good. Many of 
them label those who adopt Jihad as ‘Khawarij”. 

Third Group: The Academic Salafis <uiLJl 

From this group on, Salafis are differs from Ahlul Sunnah in 
the view of Iman. The following groups perceive Iman as is 
known to the rest of Ahlul Sunnah over history; intentions of 
the heart and the explicit actions of a Muslim. The first of those 
are the so-called “Academic Salafis’. This label might be 
attributed to the fact that they are more into writing and 
theorizing their beliefs, than the other groups that have the 
same - or close - beliefs and applications. 

Among the Leaders of this group Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
Abdul Khaliq jLiJi Abdul Raziq Al-Shayji 

jjljll and Hamed Al-Ali of Kuwait, and Ansar 

Al-Sunnah movement of Egypt 27 . 

Core Principles of Group 3: 

The core principles of this group can be summarized in the 
following points: 

• More organized group and have a clearer vision of the 
political situation. 


27 It is important to differentiate between the Shaikhs who belong to Ansar 
Al-Sunnah of Egypt. For instance, Hamed Al-Fiqi or Abdul Rahman Afifi can 
not be categorized with the likes of Mohamad Al-Bana. 
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• Some members of the group share the view of rulers and 
governments with the above groups. They perceive the 
rulers as Muslim sinners. 

• Still some others view the problem of ruling with other 
than the Laws of Allah §i as not a sin. They perceive the 
ruling with other than Shari’ah as a major Kuff. 
However, they stopped short of applying this concept to 
contemporary governments. 

• The democratic process and participation in secular 

governments, based on the “public Interest” is 

acceptable. 

• Ijtihad and Taqleed : They also stick to the point of where 
Fatwas are only permissible to those who are qualified. 

• They hold a high respect to Sayed Qutb, although they 
might have differences with him on some points; such as 
what was claimed to be his view on the Attributes of 
Allah Us and the categorization of the society as Jahili 

• Jihad is part of Islam, but they stand on the side of Jihad 
being theoretical and unnecessary at the moment. 

Fourth Group: The Conventional Sheikhs of Salafiyah 

'JjJjMUI 4"lit. ..II 


This group is mostly Sheikhs of the official Saudi Arabia 
Islamic establishments, such as Sheikh Bin Baaz jW ±e. 

and Sheikh Al-Uthaymeen glUo (May Allah Has mercy on their 

souls) and those who adopt the same stand in other Muslim 
countries. 

This group of Salafis clearly understands Tawheed of Ibadah, 
and also perceives the ruling with other than Shari’ah or using 
secular laws as Major Kufr. There are many texts of Bin Baaz 
and Uthaymeen that reflect this opinion. Followers of the first, 
second and third groups try to use some Mutashabih (not 
specific or clear) text of the Fatwas of these two distinguished 
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scholars to attach them to their group. However, it is important 
to consider the following criteria when the Fatwas of Bin Baaz 
or Al-Uthaymeen. 

Core Principles of Group 4: 

The core principles of this group can be summarized in the 
following points: 

• They completely understand Tawheed Al-Ibadah as 
presented by Ibn Taymiyah and Ibn Abdel Wahhab. 

• They consider those who rule with other than Shari’ah as 
Kuffar; the major Kuff that takes one out of Islam. 

• They sometimes used “statements” about the rulers which 
were typically used by ancient scholars like Al-Tahawi in 
the Fifth century and others were they used to talk about 
the Khalifas who used to commit injustices, but the 
constitution of the State was based on Islam as the only 
source of laws. 

• They mostly had the Saudi model of government in mind 
when giving such quotes from scholars of the Salaf, as 
they always maintained the opinion that the Saudi 
government is a sincere follower of the Quran and 
Sunnah, with some sins here and there. Of course, the 
opponents of the Saudi system claim that this is not the 
truth, and that Bin Baaz and Al-Uthaymeen were misled 
by the officials of the Saudi regime. They claim that 
although the Saudi constitution adheres to Quran and 
Sunnah, the detailed laws of the Kingdom follow the 
secular law model in many aspects of life. It is not within 
the scope of this study to rule on such point as the author 
is not a Saudi national or a Saudi law expert. It is rather 
left to the Saudis themselves to rule on such a point; as 
the old Arabs used to say: “the people of Mecca know 
their way around it better than others”, which means that 
every one knows his people better. We are only stating 
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the different opinions that might affect the perception of 
Bin Baaz and Ibn Uthaymeen. 

• They were clear in their opinions when it came to other 
governments and they stated that simply ruling with other 
than Shari’ah is a major Kuff. We have to put their 
statements together to understand their views correctly 
rather than picking and choosing what substantiates a 
specific group’s views. 

• However, they never called any of the rulers by name a 
Kafir. 

• They hold the same opinion of Ijtihad and Taqleed. 

• They do not agree with democracy as a system as it is not 
Islamic in principle. However, they did not oppose 
openly the participation of Muslims in any democratic 
process. 

• Also they see Jihad as part of Islam, but they stand on the 
side of Jihad being theoretical and unnecessary at this 
time. 

Fifth Group: The “Ikhwan ” Salafis cj^duuJl juiL* 

Leaders of this group are figures of the “Ikhwan Al- 
Muslimoon” Muslim Brotherhood movement such as Isam Al- 
Basheer of Sudan, Omar Al-Ashqar of 

Jordon and Al-Sheikh Abdel Majeed Al-Zindani .uc. 

of Yemen. They hold almost identical views as the 
previous group, but they are more open to the democratic 
process due to their membership in the Ikhwan movement. 
Ikhwan are sincere advocates of the participation in the 
democratic process, although they could not show any merit to 
that dedication over the seventy-five years existence in the 
Islamic/political arena! 
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Core Principles of Group 5: 

The core principles of this group are almost identical to the 
previous group. 

Six Group: The Salafis of Ahlul Sunnah Wal-Jama ’a J*l 

■icLiaJ /j 

We labelled this group between Ahlul Sunnah and the Salafis 
as they have common features between the Salafis (in its 
contemporary capacity; as a movement not as followers of Salaf) 
and Ahlul Sunnah, as pure adherents to the core views of Ahlul 
Sunnah. Leaders of this group vary widely and have many 
disagreements on many subjects, but we will categorize them 
here under one group for the purpose of this study as they 
appear to be closer together in the presented spectrum of the 
“Salafis” and “Ahlul Sunnah”. Among the leaders of this group 
are: Mohammad Sorour •!**»», of Syria, Salah Al-Sawi 
j of Egypt, Safar Al-Hawali and Salman Al-‘Udah 
ajjxil jL* of Saudi Arabia, and Gamal Sultan Jl-si 

ollaL. of Egypt 28 . 

Core Principles of Group 6: 

The core principles of this group can be summarized in the 
following points: 

• Most active, for many reasons, in the Islamic arena. They 
mostly hold a pure understanding of Tawheed. 

• Tend to theorize their views extensively and are good 
readers of the present situation. 


28 The writer has known and carried out Da’wa activities and Literature work 
with many of the distinguished scholars of this group and group 7. 
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• Their concern is always international: Muslims’ problems 
over the whole world not only in the Middle East. 

• However, their “ announced’ ’ views of governments and 
rulers are close to the views of the previous group of 
Ikhwan’ Salafis. They condemn the governments but they 
stop short of “ declaring ” the rulers as Kuffar openly. 
They clearly perceive that ruling with secular laws is 
major Kufr, but their “ public ” statements do not reflect 
any Takfeer to any ruler as a political stand, not as 
Aqeeda. 

• They all agree on participating in the political democratic 
process. However they vary in the degree of 
participation; from Mohammad Sorour, who opposes it in 
reality where he sees no benefit in participating as it is 
completely in the hands of tyrants, to Gamal Sultan who 
openly advocates it to the extent that he has - 
unsuccessfully - tried to establish a political party in 
Egypt. 

• Ijtihad and Taqleed: They also adhere to the same rules 
of Ahlul Sunnah in that regard. 

• They hold great respect and appreciation for Sayed Qutb 
and his work, although they have some differences on 
some points of his work. 

• Also they see Jihad as part of Islam, but they stand on the 
side of Jihad being beyond the Muslims capacity at the 
moment. Most of them stop short of calling the Jihad 
advocates as Khawarij or condemn them openly. 

Seventh Group: the Moderate Ahlul Sunnah Wat-Jama ’a 
JzuijJl 4-LJI Jjti 


This group is named Ahlul Sunnah as there is no common 
ground between them and the “Salafis” in the contemporary 
capacity of the term. They still sincerely follow the Salaf s 
methodology and understanding and totally adhere to it. Among 
the surviving leaders of this group are: Mohammad Qutb and 
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Abdel Majid Al-Shazlie of Egypt <-Jaa 

Sheikh Gazi Al-Tuwbah of Kuwait j jW 

We can categorize other late scholars who have their opinions 
documented in their books and Fatwas, which are being pushed 
aside from the Islamic arena by official Islamic figures to cover 
up their clear stand. Amongst them are: Abu Al-A’ala Al- 
Mawdudi of Pakistan A, Sayed Qutb 29 

the great Muhadith Ahmad Shaker AVI ^^1 and 

Mahmoud Shaker A 1 ^ 1 Aj**- 4 L&U1I of Egypt, The great Mufti 
of Saudi Arabia Imam Mohammad Ibrahim AV 

(jj the great Scholar of Tafseer Abdel 

Rahman Al-Dousary ^ 4-isUli of Saudi 

Arabia. Although some of these scholars did not openly state 
their opinions about the existing governments they were very 
clear and straightforward in condemning governments who 
adopt any Man-Made Laws. 

Core Principles of Group 7: 

The core principles of this group can be summarized in the 
following points: 

• This group acknowledges that present governments are 
secular and therefore are out of Islam “the systems not 
the individuals”. 

• Although they do not name any individual as such, they 
perceive the heads and major participants in setting up 
the legislative councils of the anti-Islamic secular laws as 
Kuffar. They show evidence from Quran and Sunnah, 


29 Their might be a question mark on Sayed Qutb in terns of what he was 
accused of in regards to the Attributes of Allah §i, so some one can claim that 
he is not Ahlul Sunnah in that regard. The reply would be that this study is 
about the stand of scholars in regards to specific rulings. Secondly, many 
studies were conducted to clear Sayed Qutb’s name from some of these 
accusations, except his Taweel of the “Istiwaa’'. However, Ibn Al-Jawzi and 
many other great scholars made such mistakes, and had never been labeled as 
Kuffar by any scholar. Allah §i knows best. 
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Usool Al-Fiqh and Tafseer to that effect. They believe 
that such systems have to be removed to make way to 
Islamic governments. Democracy and democratic process 
that is controlled by such systems are merely a distraction 
and false hopes. Building the Ummah in general and the 
Muslim individual, with the feeling of Walaa 
“belonging” to this Ummah is the way to change. 

• They perceive that ruling with secular laws as major Kuff 
and as a violation of the first right of Allah Hi as the sole 
governor in Muslims’ lives. 

• They call upon other groups, who do not agree with this 
approach to refute the presented evidence with Quran and 
Sunnah, but this refutation hasn’t materialized yet! Other 
groups call them names such as “Khawarij”, “Extremists” 
and “Takfeeris”! But with no Islamic intellectual reply to 
the evidence. 

• They tend to write a lot in theorizing their views, with 
more in depth proofs than the previous group, who tends 
to theorize with less hard core Islamic proofs and more 
on-the-surface analysis. 

• They are adamant about the Ijtihad and Taqleed , but they 
perceive scholars as those who hold and acquire the 
required knowledge and have established Islamic 
intellectual work rather than just a certificate from an 
official institute, where it is mostly controlled by those 
who favour characters who agree with their views. 

• They openly call a person who commits major Shirk that 
has been proven as an act of Shirk through crystal clear 
evidence of Shari ’ah, with the label that Allah St cast on 
such person. They believe that the fear of using a 
legitimate description that was used in Quran and 
Sunnah, with all the necessary’ conditions applied, is a tactic 
that was promoted by government-advocate groups and 
government officials to deter common Muslims from 
realizing the real situation that the Muslim Ummah has 
sa nk into this chaotic state of affairs by being ruled by 
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secular, non-Islamic, Man-Made Laws in opposition to 
every single principle of being obedient to Allah Si. 

• They strongly oppose participation in the democratic 
process, based on theoretical and practical basis. Not only 
is democracy un-Islamic in its nature, the entire 
participation in secular parliaments experiment has not 
proven any benefit to Muslims. It only casts legitimacy 
on existing governments and misleads more and more of 
the common Muslims Although they recognize the 
danger of allowing common Muslims to judge people as 
Kuffar, they recognize that this case is not a case of 
minor Kufr; that is described in Sunnah as “Kufr“ 30 . To 
legislate and to establish a parallel Shari’ah to control the 
lives of Muslims is a case of major Kufr and a 
fundamental disobedience to Allah tH, since it claims 
part of the right of Allah as an Illah 41! 

• Although this group call for much peaceful solution in 
dealing with the existing situation of the Ummah, they 
still perceive Jihad as an alternative in the lives of 
Muslims. However, Jihad has its conditions as any other 
Ibadah in Islam. It has to have all circumstances in favour 
of it, and all the ways and means are taken for its 
advantage; as taught in the Sunnah of the Prophet H in 
Mecca. However, this does not call for application of 
other Meccan rules. Such rules apply where and when 
and to whoever meets the criteria of such ruling. Thi s 
group calls for what can be known as the “Revival of the 
Ummah” 11 through spreading the correct understanding 
of Tawheed and the correct application of its rules. 


30 Such as of a women to her husband when denying his bounty over her, or 
when two Muslims fight 

31 A term that is has always been used by Sheikh Abdel Majid Al-Shazly of 
Egypt. 
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Eight 1 ' Group: the Jihadis of Ahlul Sunnah Wal-Jama 'a 

<luJl (jjjJttf \ tl 

This group is the last of the spectrum of those who claim to 
follow the evidence of Quran and Sunnah as guidance to their 
rulings and Fatwas. This group is represented by many known 
figures in the present time. 

• They agree with the understanding of Tawheed of the 
previous group on a theoretical level. 

• However, they believe that Jihad is the only viable 
solution at the moment and that the ruling of Jihad in this 
time is applicable. Removal of these systems is bound to 
happen by force and now rather than later, after the 
revival of the Ummah through methods of peaceful 
Da’wa. 

• They also differ from the previous group in being less 
active in theorizing their own views. 

• They differ from the previous group and others for that 
matter, in some details; such as the ruling of Islam in 
killing innocent civilians who are non-combatants. This 
might be affected by their stand and perception of the 
present situation. 

• The stand of this group also differs from that of the 
previous group in Takfeer of individuals in the police, 
security forces, and army personnel of secular states in 
Muslim lands. This group clearly apply Kufr of Walaa to 
all individuals who belong to any security, police, or 
armed forces of these governments. Group seven, on the 
other hand, does not go that far. They do not consider the 
average individual, who works for the police, security 
service, or army as Kuffar. They consider these 
individuals as ignorant of the situation, rather than 
opponent of Tawheed. Ignorance of Manat (T>ku) or 
situation is different from ignorance of Tawheed. Group 
seven claims that such individuals are largely misled. 
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Such misled individuals follow the system and have faith 
in the leaders. It would be a mistake, according to group 
seven, to consider a soldier or an officer a kafir, even if 
they fight Muslims. However, in a combat situation and 
under such vague circumstances, two Muslims can fight 
and kill one another, where one is a sinner and the other 
is not. It is evident from Quran and Sunnah that just 
fighting between Muslims does not constitute major Kufr 
of either of them. The two groups agree on the ruling of 
those who actually legislate and enforce secular rules on 
both the public and government servants. 

• The first and second groups, as well as some individuals 
belonging to other groups in general, label this group as 
“Khawarij”, although this group does not made Takfeer 
of any Muslim sinner (drinking, adultery...etc), except 
what we mentioned above, which to a large extent is a 
Manat mistake on their part. However, they do not make 
Takfeer of those who consume alcohol, commit adultery 
or any other clear and obvious consented upon sin. They 
have wrong Ijtihad when it comes to Jihad tactics, but the 
description of Khawarij does not fit their Aqeeda profile. 

Conclusion 


It is essential to understand that: 

1. Although some of the above groups call for abandoning 
Taqleed especially in Fiqh, they promote Taqleed in 
Usool Al-Deen or Tawheed! This is the reverse of the 
Salaf s or Ahlul Sunnah’s stand. It is basic knowledge 
that there is no Taqleed when it comes to Tawheed. One 
should not say: “I believe that this is what Tawheed 
means because Sheikh “whoever” told me so, and I am 
not capable of understanding on my own”! This is an 
absurd statement in that context. When it comes to Fiqh 
where knowledge of principles of Hadith and Tafseer, 


39 



Stray Sects Series 


The Counterfeit Salafis 


areas of Ijma ’a, previous Fatwas of scholars, Usool Al- 
Fiqh and many other sciences are required to pass a 
Fatwa, common Muslims should not make any Ijtihad. 
But, when it comes to Tawheed, the origin of Deen, it is 
unacceptable to make Taqleed of anyone. Allah iH said in 
Quran: 


l"U-Tt a y\ yu Qja liLj .Ai 31j 

jt <, 'cj&c. ija i jIjjsj j yy ijii^ y.\ 

ySsul {JA ,Ja9 Qji 'u j'ul UgjI 1 


“When thy Lord drew forth from the Children of Adam from 
their loins, their descendants, and made them testify 
concerning them, (saying): “Am I not your Lord (Who 
cherishes and sustains you)? ” They said: “Yea! We do testify! ” 
(this), lest ye should say on the Day of Judgment: “Of this we 
were never mindful., Or lest ye should say: “Our fathers before 
us may have taken false gods, but we are (their) descendants 
after them: wilt Thou then destroy us because of the deeds of 
men who were futile? ” Al-A'araf 172. 

In this verse, Allah Hi decreed that Taqleed of the 
parents, teachers, environment, culture or any other 
external factor, or Jahl (ignorance 32 ) is not acceptable in 
the matters of Islam and Kufr; i.e. Tawheed. 

2. It is essential to sharpen the mind, and jump-start it to 
learn Tawheed, and what conditions and limitations it 
might have. Maybe one can not study for himself, but 
he/she better read, rather than merely listen. Islam direct 


32 The subject of Jahl in Shari’ah is a delicate matter and has a lot of 
inferences and implications. The author of this book has published a book on 
this subject, under the title of" Al-Jawab Al-Mufeed in the Ruling of the 
Ignorant of Tawheed", which was re-published by the committee of Fatawa of 
Saudi Arabia in 1991. 
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Muslims to find out what might be missing in the 
understanding of Aqida or its application. Muslim should 
never turn away from any one who explains Tawheed 
except if he/she belongs to a deviant sect like Sufism. 

3. Muslims should be encouraged to seek knowledge 
especially in the area of Tawheed and principles of Deen. 
It is the only way to have confidence when standing 
before Allah on the Day of Judgement with the right 
word “La Illah Ilia Allah” with all its meaning and not to 
miss-out any part of it. 

May Allah Wi help us all to gain the necessary knowledge 
to save ourselves on that day when nothing will help but 
His Mercy followed by our deeds. 
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Chapter Three 

Counterfeit Salafis**...How they went wrong! 

In the previous chapters, we showed the theoretical differences 
that led to split the “Salafis” to afore-mentioned eight 
groupings. As stated before, it is not what each group (or an 
individual for that matter) claims that matters. What matters is 
whether the presented evidence: 

1. Is consistent with the Tafseer and Usool Al-Fiqh rules. 

2. Include all the relevant evidence that relates to the subject 
without twisting the meaning or performing unnecessary 
Taweel to the text. 

3. Has a reference to old and contemporary scholars, as long 
as the reference is not an advocate of a Bida’a or wrong 
inteipretation; for example a scholar who advocates the 
Taweel of the Attributes Allah can not be quoted in 
that specific matter, however, can be quoted in other 
subjects. Another example of a scholar who separates 
Iman from action, which is the comer stone of Irjaa, 
should not be referenced in any subject relating to 
Tawheed or Iman. 

4. Complies with the general direction of Shari’ah as stated 
in the Shari’ah objectives chapter of Usool Al-Fiqh. 

5. Deals with Shari’ah as a whole not as fragments. It is the 
way of people of Bida’a to fragment the evidence, break 
it up, and ignore those pieces which do not comply with 
their advocated theory. 

It is imperative to state that when it comes to Tawheed, 
there is very little or no room to differ. The message of 
Allah has always been crystal clear and consistent 


33 Translation of “ UiU 
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throughout the path of all the messengers and prophets 
(may Allah have peace on them). It is always useful to remind 
ourselves that there is “no Taqleed 34 in Tawheed”. 
Taqleed can be in Fiqh, although the stand of Ahlul 
Sunnah is to call it Itiba ’a 35 . 

We also need to emphasise the point that any Fatwa 
consists of two main parts: the Hukm (Ruling) of Shari’ah 
in that matter, and the situation that the person requesting 
the Fatwa is presenting. It can be put in a form of 
equation as follows: 

Fatwa = Hukm 36 + Situation {Manat) 

To clarify with an example; let’s assume that a person 
takes a drink in a cup to a Mufti 37 to know whether this 
drink is Haram (prohibited). If the Mufti says: “well, 
Khamr (wine) is Haram, then he did not provide a Fatwa, 
since the man, at that point, still does not know if this 
specific drink is Haram. But, if the Mufti checks the 
drink and finds out that it intoxicates a person if 
consumed in larger quantities, then any single drop of it 
is Haram. Thus, the Fatwa would be: yes, this drink is 
Haram. So, as we can see, the Mufti built his Fatwa on 
two components: the original Hukm in Shari’ah, which is 
always available to be applied to a case and the second 
component, which is the specific components of that 
drink (also called the Manat). 


34 Taqleed is following another person blindly. 

35 Ittiba ’a is following a person based on knowing the evidence, even while 
not fully comprehending it. Ahlul Sunnah encourages the common Mulsim to 
ask for the Daleel (evidence) to have the sense of following the Prophet ft 
rather than another man. 

36 This is provided that Conditions and Hinderants are taken into 
consideration. 

37 Mufti is the person who has the knowledge and capacity to give a Fatwa. 
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Counterfeit Salafis between Sufis and Khawarij 
Different Approach ... Same outcome! 

The Jamis & The MadkhaUs 

In chapter two, we laid out a map of the Salafi groups. The 
definition of the Salafiyoon which we used is “every group 
who, correctly or incorrectly, claims that the source of 
knowledge is Quran and Sunnah, as reported and interpreted by 
the companions and the followers”. We argued that those who 
fit into this criteria can be categorized into eight groups, of 
whom the first group (Al-Jamis and Madkhalis 
and the second group (Al-Albanis VWhM) are the most radical 
in adopting principles rooted in Irjaa. The details of all of the 
eight groups’ Aqeeda and principles will be discussed in the 
upcoming chapters of the book Insha Allah. However, this book 
concentrates on the impact of this disastrous school of thinking 
on future generations and on the future of the Islamic Da’wa, as 
presented by other groups. Although the effect of this group, 
and consequently, the number of its followers is limited, it is 
beneficial to reveal their deviance and the damage they inflect 
on Da’wa. 

It is necessary to establish the point that it is not our goal to 
favour any group over the other. It is rather to show the basis 
on which these groups are perceived by the rest of the Islamic 
spectrum. 

The problem with these two groups, as perceived by others, 
who disagree with them, is most critical and dangerous 
considering the impact they have on the generation of followers 
they attract. In general, they produce an alienated, brain¬ 
washed, withdrawn, submissive and passive generation of 
youth. To clarify and verify this statement, we will go over the 
logic they present as evidence which leads to such outcome, 
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and show how this matches the Sufis approach and goes hand- 
in-hand in serving the purposes of Islam’s opponents. 

We included the Arabic text so as to encourage any misled 
followers to ensure for themselves the authenticity of the 
evidence that prosecutes those whom they blindly trust. 

The logic, or as they call it “evidence”, these groups use as 
basis for their stand is as follows: 


A) The Basis 

1. Iman is to know Tawheed, and to believe in it. These two 

parts (knowing and believing) are the “conditions of 
correctness” of Iman. Actions are not part of 

Iman. However, actions are “conditions of 
completeness” of Iman. 

2. Hence Kufr does not occur, mostly, by performing an act. 
It only occurs if someone fails to believe. It is completely 
tied to belief of the heart. 

3. Although some of the individuals belong to these groups 
does not explicitly say what is stated above, the 
consequence of their stand dictates this understanding. 

4. Those who say that some actions can signify Kufr, 
without the need to refer to the effect on the belief in 
their hearts, are Khawarij. 

5. Allah !S§ labelled those who rule with laws other than 
Shari’ah in Quran as Kuffar (Al-Maidah 47). However, this 
is a minor Kufr, as it is an action. Ibn ‘Abbas’ statement 
is a proof of that. Those who do that are sinners, but not 
Kuffar. 

6. It follows that the rulers of the Muslim lands are Muslims 
and the governments are Islamic. 

7. Hence, as in the Hadiths, which instruct Muslims to 
follow the rulers and obey them and not to stand or revolt 
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against them, Muslims are instructed to accept these 
governments and obey and follow their leadership. 

8. Those who revolt against these governments are 
Khawarij, since they claim that these rulers are Kuffar. It 
is the stand of Khawarij that sinning is Kufr. 

9. The issue of following the rules of Allah Hi is all together 
not at the center of the Islamic beliefs. It is only an 
obligation “ Wajib ” that Muslims should carry out, but it 
is not a vital issue in their lives 38 . Those who claim so, 
and call for Islamic rules to prevail and are ready to 
sacrifice their lives for that cause, are promoting 
“Political Islam”. 

10. Hence, Muslims should not be promoting “Political 
Islam” and should not think about politics altogether. 
Muslims should leave politics to politicians and should 
trust their rulers. 

The opponents of these groups claim that this logic/evidence 
has many flaws. However, as this logic is faulty, the leaders of 
these two groups move to the second set of evidence, which 
aims at brain-washing the youth who, to their disadvantage, are 
introduced to these people and exposed to their ideology in the 
early years of searching for Islam. 


B) The Trick! 

The new set of “evidence” goes as follows: 

1. Allah ffl said “o>d«2 U ^ b! J&l lj3L<ta” which roughly 
means “So, ask the People of Thikr (the message) if you 
do not posses the knowledge” Al-Nahl 43. 


38 Al-Madkhali has wrote a book labbled ‘The Methodoly of the Prophets in 
Calling people to the Way of Allah awhere he perceived ruling with shrait 
as a side issue and not in the core of Tawheed. 
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2. It follows that no one can talk about any issue of Deen 
except those who posses knowledge. 

3. The “Sheikh” that is worthy to be followed has to posses 
two major qualifications: 

• Graduate from certain universities, mostly Mecca 
and Madinah Islamic Universities. 

• The knowledge and opinions of the Sheikh must 
match what they promote as “the correct 
knowledge” which we laid out above. 

• It is always useful to wear with “ Jilbab ” and 
“Ghotrah ” for the extra credit! 39 

4. Their Sheikhs are the only ones who Muslims should 
listen to. 

5. Young Muslims, who are mainly victims of this 
approach, are stripped out of their brains, since they have 
no qualifications to think and are given a couple of 
telephone numbers and internet links to view when 
confronted with any issue; whether it is a Fiqh question 
or a normal day-to-day incident that a child can grasp the 
right answer for. 

6. Cultivating a culture of disrespect for scholars who, in 
their views, made a mistake! They compile lists of 
people, which they call Jarh and Ta ’deell and make their 
victims follow these lists and install fear in them of even 
talking to other scholars, as they are “not trustworthy”! 

7. This train of thought made them dare to encourage their 
victimized followers to snitch on their fellow Muslims! 
Ali Al-Halabi, an astray Jordanian character who belongs 
to the Counterfeit Salafi group, gave a Fatwa that allows 
his followers to report to the “authorities” those who call 
for Islamic Laws to be adopted in Muslim lands and for 


39 It does no mean that Saudis do not have great and respectful scholars. On 
the contrary, many/most Saudi scholars, as other scholars from other Muslim 
countries are of Ahlul Sunnah. It is the land of Muhammad Ibn Abdul 
Wahhab. It is only the wrong criteria and perception of scholars that make 
these people judges superficially. 
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obedience to Allah St as part of Tawheed Al-lbadah to be 
correctly and comprehensively applied. 

As we mentioned before, we can draw the similarity between 
these approaches, in the second part of it, to the Sufis’ approach 
of raising their followers. The “Sheikh” in the Counterfeit 
Salafi approach is the equivalent of the “ Walie ” or the “Sheikh” 
of the Sufis. Both are the only legitimate source of knowledge, 
with an added twist from the Salafis in using the verse of Surat 
Al-Nahl to substantiate their claim. Both cultures produce 
subservient followers who can not develop their own mind even 
in the smallest issue that humans can think of, to the benefit of 
keeping such “Taboos” or “Sheikhs” in the driving seat! I will 
Insha Allah discuss the flaw in their trick in using this verse. 

C) The Outcome: 

According to the opponents of the “Counterfeit Salafis”, their 
approach delivers a generation that: 

1. Has no capacity to independently think in any subject. 

2. Can not differentiate between right and wrong without 
going back to a ‘Sheikh” that resides somewhere in the 
world to give directions to “those who do not know”. 

3. Always has the feeling of slavery to other humans, as one 
is totally dependent on others to tell him if, for instance, 
killing of Muslims around the world is good or not!. 

4. Is Passive and indifferent to Muslims’ problems. This 
group of “Counterfeit Salafis” made a portion of Muslims 
youth heartless. They see Palestinians die every day, 
women and children in the hands of the Zionist soldiers, 
and their only response is: they deserve it! They should 
not resist! Subhuman Allah. These people became 
supporters of the Zionists and the new Crusades against 
their Muslim brothers and sisters, without knowing that 
this stand may lead to Kufr. If this is not serving the 
Zionists and Crusaders to achieve their goal, I don’t 
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know what does then! This attitude is against every sense 
of Islam. 

5. Withdraws from the equation of Muslim movements to 
gain victory which was promised by Allah !S§ to the 
believers who carry out their part of the struggle and 
change themselves to be worthy of Allah’s help in 
changing themselves to the best. 

6. Provides support to those who oppose, remove, and 
change the Laws of Allah from the lives of Muslims. 
While damning, insulting and opposing those who 
steadfast against such establishments. By doing so, it is 
ironic that they became closer to the group on the 
opposite end of the sectarian continuum: the Khawarij. 

7. Creates circles of culture of hate and disrespect for many 
of the great Da’wa scholars who are, in terms of 
knowledge, of much higher ra nk than their insignificant, 
self-declared “Sheikhs”! And have given Da’wa much 
more production, literature, books and lectures than just 
compiling lists of people and damning all opponents. 

As Imam Al-Shatibi stated in his book “Al-I’etisam” 

fUaityi, quoting many of our good “authentic” Salaf, it is 
ultimately rare that the heads of any Bida’a would change their 
stand for reasons that he stated in his book. 

We will, Insha Allah, go over the three sections stated above 
starting with the “Basis” or “Evidence” or the “Logic” these 
“Counterfeit Salafis” promote. However, I will not go into 
details of every point as some are already proven and are 
publicly will known as a deviation from Ahlul Sunnah’s 
approach. 
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Chapter Four 

Refutation of the Basis! 


This Chapter provides a scientific discussion of the basic 
fundamentals and opinions that are adopted by the first two 
groups of Salafis. 

1. View of the Majority of Scholar’s in Iman 4 ": 

It is well known in Aqeeda and the history of sects that 
the belief that actions are not part of Iman was never 
adopted by the majority of scholars of Ahlul Sunnah. 
Iman has always been “Saying and Action which 
increases and decreases” 41 . Al-Albani (May Allah have mercy 
on his soul) adopted the view, contrary to Ahlul Sunnah. 
However, Abu Hanifah and the Hanafis also adopted this 
stand before 42 . However, Hanbalis, Shaf ies and Malikis 
had the right view of Iman as explained in their books. 

2. Reaction of Hanafis for adopting this view of Iman: 

As a reaction to this “Irjaa-like” point of view in Iman, 
adopted by the Hanafis, the Hanafi scholars adopted a 
very strong stand in terms of associating Kufr to many 
actions that appear to go against Tawheed. A look into a 

40 It is important to mention that we haven’t detailed the evidence of well 
recognized points; such as the refutation of the belief that Iman is only the 
action of the heart, as it is detailed in many reference books of the successors 
of the followers to their time. Amongst these books is the famous "Book of 
Iman” by Ibn Taymiyah and the recent "Book of Iman” by Mohamad Na’iem 
Yaseen. Also, this author gathered many references and provided a detailed 
discussion of this point in my book “The Reality of Iman”. 

41 Rrefer to “Book of Iman” by Ibn Taymiyah for many other references by 
Ahlul Sunnah on that subject. Please see ‘The Reality of Iman” by Tariq 
Abdelhaleem, in Arabic, “Iman” by Muhammad Na’iem Yaseen, in English 
p. 169. 

42 A detailed discussion of this point is provided in “The Reality of Iman” 
Tariq Abdelhaleem, chapter 2, footnote 2. 
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Hanafis books such as “ Al-Fiqh Al-Akbar ” by Mula Ali 
Al-Qari shows how strict Hanafis were when it came to 
any action that might carry a sign of Kufr. They stated 
that even giving a gift to a “Magi” in the spring feast 43 is 
an act of Kufr! 


3. Opposite Reaction of the “Counterfeit Salafis” to that of 
Hanafis for adopting the same view of Iman (The Practical 
Kufr vs. Kufr by Action): 

Though the Hanafis realized the weakness in their 
approach to Iman and compensated for it, the 
“Counterfeit Salafis” took the wrong remedy to the same 
problem. Their treatment was exactly the opposite of the 
Hanafis and they set-aside the fact that they adopted the 
opposite opinion of the majority of Ahlul Sunnah. They 
portray actions that signify Kufr as sins. The detail of that 
is as follows: 


They confused actions that are called “Practical Kufr” 
j&li which signifies a minor Kufr or the Kufr that 
is identified in Sunnah and Hadith, with the “Kufr by 
Action” which is identified as an “Action” that 

reflects the failure of the heart to hold the minimum 
amount of Iman required for a person not to depart 
from Islam completely. An example of that is in the 
verse of Al-Tawba 65-66: 


f'S aJjoujj Ajljij Altai (Ja ill lAl jji j)C (jllj 

Aj A 1 jjAka U t 


If thou dost question them, they declare (with emphasis); 
"We were only talking idly and in play." Say: "Was it at 
Allah, and His Signs, and His Messenger, that ye were 
mocking?" Make ye no excuses: ye have rejected Faith after 


43 Magi are the predecessors of the Iranian Shiat who used to worship 
fire, and the Spring Feast is called ‘Nayrooz”. 
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ye had accepted it. If We pardon some of you, We will punish 
others amongst you, for that they are in sin. 

In this verse, although these three men who insisted 
that they were joking and playing around when they 
made fun of the companions, while riding with the 
Prophet 0 , Allah revealed that they are actually 
disbelieved as their action is a proof of what was in 
their hearts 44 . This is what is known as Kufr Al- 
A ’amat 5 >£ (Kufr of action). There was another 

incident that was revealed in another verse: 


44 Refer to Ibn Katheer, Al-Tabari, Adwaa Al-Bayan by Al-Shanqiti for the 
Tafseer of this verse. 

45 In Hafiz Hakami’s book ‘TOO questions and answers in Aqeeda”: 

: Jl j-J 100 

j pLx j A lift. Alii Ajl g 1 >>iVI j p A . ,3l ^Ja U] (_Jj 3 I3Q ' (> _yu " 

_ya£]| ^_ja (jl£ jg LajS ^ja AlS IJA ( tilli (JJ-^Lj 

ILj 1 

^ (_)axj AxSl j Lgjj£ A^^. (j-<* ^sSl\ (J-aJ 1 g Kl > a Iaj AxjjVI o JA ^ic-l ; ^ 

V o j AjJ2k-aj Aj-a^LaJ j Ajjj ^ja U-tlall (_)aC. i_jIa i £a V) V 1 g 'S\j i 1 g u jg )-ij LajS 
(j£j i -^Vj Aa jV'i.>ixi Lgjli _yAUail ^ AjIaC- klljl£ 4 tilli ^ja L$xa 

Aa 1£ I jlljj) (jl i _ s Ac- LS^ (J^LIa]! j _ >}jIa AjIxa jl JQIa L>° V] £ii] e^A 

(e__lxLj jl-ijA i Li£ IajI^ Ij)Vnn La] ( *-a eilljl V) ^l^lLij pi LaJ I^aA j avL-o] JlxJ ^)iS]l 

pi aj] ^xj fijsS Ss I jj^jxj V (jj jg'uii'j aIjaujj AjUI j <uibl Ja) ; ^Ixj cJLi 

JjS (jiaSUj pi j jIIjC-VI j pi (jia A~al\ ^jlaxib Jj Ufoa ^jLaJb jilll ufljxJ 

" AIaC- j L-iIil! 

“Q: if we are asked if bowing to an idle or making fun of Quran or insulting 
the Prophet 3^ or the like (of actions that signify kufr without the need to test 
one’s heart)? 

A: We answer: these four things and the likes of them are not of the “Practical 
Kufr”, except that they are physical actions, but they never occur except when 
there’s no Iman in the heart, as in the verse of Al-Tawba 65... we did not 
define the minor Kufr as that made through physical actions, but by those 
actions that are done without conflicting with the Iman in heart and do not 
signify the belief and the action of the heart”. This quote proves that there are 
actions that are made physically that can signify Kufr without the need to 
refer to the heart since they are indicative of it. Also see Sheikh Bakr Abu 
Zaid’s book “kiJl J&i ktjill » jS\ 
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lilLa (j-a jjjjf Uij AT Uu jjj-ac. jj jj >11 

(jUajlill 4J Ijj^j ji 1 5 jf A j Cjjc-llalt IjAlAn ^ji 

l^JXJ UULa > ^,1..>aJ jjl 


“Have you not turned your vision to those who declare that 
they believe in the revelations that have come to you and to 
those before you? Their (real) wish is to resort together for 
judgment (in their disputes) to the Taghut (authority’ other than 
Allah), though they were ordered to reject it. But Satan's wish 
is to lead them astray far away (from the Right). ” Al-Nisaa 60. 

In this verse, Allah Hi said in His words that those who 
want to Judge with laws other than Allah’s are not 
believers in the matter of fact; they only pretend that they 
have Iman, but in reality they don’t. If they claim that 
they are believers, then we say: no you are not; your 
action reflects what’s in your heart. This is a clear 
example of the sort of actions where the belief in the 
heart should not be considered when judging the acting 
party. If the person who judges with other than the Laws 
of Allah Hf swears he is a believer, we say: Allah HI 
knows you better than you know yourself, and Allah Hi 
says the Truth. Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Ibrahim, the great 
Mufti of Saudi Arabia prior to Ibn Baaz, said in his 
collection of Fatawas: 


V Ajli (jLajVI (j-a ojCdl Laja M jc- Aljij 

L_lia (jLajVI £-a dll Aj $.1^. La Jjc. 

0 J)jl'N-.a J (jl. jxJall (jdda dl^C-Unll j C^)dVI LaA.A^.1 (Jj i!>d«al AlC. 

La ^)JC. ^1 jl j Ailc. dll ^dll Aj c-L^. La Jix-i 

(.., Ail] ysl-k j djjc.UalLi S& ^L-uj ajIc. dil ^.L^i ^^dll 


(...as Allah says: They claim ; is telling that they lie in what 
they claim about their Iman, as ruling with Man-Made Laws 
can never mix with Iman in one heart; one contradicts the 
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other, and the word Taghoot means extreme injustice and 
exceeding the limits, so anyone who rules with other than 
what the Prophet ® showed us is ruling with Taghoot...) 


4. The Difference between Ahlul Sunnah And Khawarij: 

It is important to mention to the misled youth, that the 
Khawarij’s opinion is completely different than that of 
Ahlul Sunnah’s. Khawarij say that if some one commits 
adultery, or drinks wine, or even lies, he/she becomes a 
Kafir, and out of the boundary of Islam. These actions are 
perceived by Ahlul Sunnah, with no contradiction 
between them, as sins. However, ruling by Man-Made 
Laws are, to say the least, controversial 46 , so this point 
has to be referred back to Quran and Sunnah for 
clarification. 

5. Discussion ol'the verse of Surat Al-Maidah 47: 

“ujjkllt gft diljU jil Jjji Uj gj “and those who rule 
with other than what Allah revealed, are The Kuffar”: 

The Essence of Tawheed: is Tawheed Al-Ibadah, which 
is stated in many verses of Quran. However, it was stated 
in terms of three distinct actions in Surat Al-Ana’am: 

l.AA All jojA 

Should I take other than Allah as a Judge? Al-Ana’am 114 
lalj JAjI All jjc.1 Js 


46 It is actually not controversial, but in the art of argument, if you have a of 
disagreement with an opponent, it has to be dropped as an evidence for both 
parties. This means that it can not be used as evidence that those who say it is 
Kufr are Khawarij. Please refer to the “Art of Jadal and Munatharah ” 
(argument and controversy) by Sheikh Al-Shanqiti. 
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Should I take other than Allah as a Wali? Al-Ana’am 14 
IjJ (Js 

Should I take other than Allah as my Lord (that deserves to be 
worshiped)? Al-Ana’am 164 

Examples of the verses of the Governorship of Allah 

^a <111 tJjjf Uu ,-AAj 1J 

If any do fail to judge by what Allah hath revealed, they’ are 
Unbelievers. Al-Maidah 44 

^gA i-dlijts Alii -J^ji Mas ,-A-vJ f 

And if any fail to judge by what Allah hath revealed, they are 
wrongdoers. Al-Maidah 45 

J jjq.-llil -dll jli 411 f fi Ugj Jd J 

If any do fail to judge by what Allah hath revealed, they are those who 
rebel. Al-Maidah 47 


Id ^jc. Id_jds^ (jl °*Ajddj °»Ag.] jdi £_UJ Uj a!11 11gj ^54 [f J 

Jja 1 ff (jlj ) f - n f> 411 Uuf fc.'A \‘Jji (jla -dill 411 (Jjpf 


And this (He commands): judge thou between them by what Allah 
hath revealed, and follow not their vain desires, but beware of them 
lest they beguile thee from any of that (teaching) which Allah hath 
sent down to thee. And if they turn away, be assured that for some of 
their crimes it is Allah's purpose to punish them. And truly most men 
are rebellious. Al-Maidah 49 


fjk) UA-L 411 qa (j-Gj ijjibJ 4 Ia141 ,4-4 
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Do they then seek after a judgment of (the Days of) Ignorance? But 
who, for a people whose faith is assured, can give better judgment 
than Allah ? Al-Maidah 50 


j j AlJA Qja doj Adit J jjf doj 1 jiol JJ (jddl jpjjf 

UUl^a 4j 1 f 1 jjA A j Cjjc-llall I j-odl, Vn 

1.1JJU 


Hast thou not turned thy vision to those who declare that they believe 
in the revelations that have come to thee and to those before thee? 
Their (real) wish is to resort together for judgment (in their disputes) 
to the Evil One, though they were ordered to reject him. But Satan's 
wish is to lead them astray far away (from the Right. Al-Nisaa 60 

u t c&j jdai £dj di df 'Ja\ di j&di j 

If not Him, ye worship nothing but names which ye have named - ye 
and your fathers - for which Allah hath sent down no authority’: the 
Command is for none but Allah: He hath commanded that ye worship 
none but Him: that is the right religion, but most men understand not. 
Yusuf 40 


(ja-dddl l_jj Alll dljdj j (jEdl Ut 


Is it not His to create and to govern? Blessed be Allah, the Cherisher 
and Sustainer of the Worlds! Al-A’araf 54 


do-o 1 jArS d d<u9 d] yS-.) qjXajx U udjjj IB 


**■ l’’ n 


But no, by thy Lord, they can have no Faith, until they make thee 
judge in all disputes between them, and find in their souls no 
resistance against thy decisions, but accept them with the fullest 
conviction". Al-Nisaa 65 

dt 1 doj cf j Alll qjx ddjf kA j j ft, jdkt 1 jddl 

A doc. Ajl-duo jA dl aJI U 1 j ] f}\ Ijdxd 

They take their priests and their anchorites to be their lords in 
derogation of Allah, and (they take as their Lord) Christ, the son of 
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Mary; yet they were commanded to worship but One God: there is no 
god but He. Praise and glory to Him: (far is He) from having the 
partners they associate (with Him). Al-Tawbah 31 

The three actions are widespread in the Quran in many verses, 
which indicates that: upholding the Laws of Allah St as a 
Judge in Muslims lives (individually and collectively) and as a 
Wali, and to only worship Him in making Dua’a and Nusuk 
(rituals) are the general rules of Asl AI-Deen (Origin of Deen), 
not of the Furo ’u (branches of Deen). The Hukm of 
inheritance or of buying and selling or marriage are all 
examples of branches of Shari’ah. Tawheed is the origin of 
Deen and the essence of the prophetic message. Tawheed is to 
obey Allah Hi in Ibadah. Following His Laws is the highest 
shape of Ibadah, as the word Ibadah in the Arabic language 
means: to submit and obey. Such general rules can not be 
refuted by single evidence as explained in Usool Al-Fiqh 47 . 


47 To further expand on this point, we stated that “General Rules” are those 
Rules that are derived from individual evidences of Quran and Sunnah (called 
single/particular evidences). These Rules become of higher judgment status 
over these particular evidences. There are two methods to extract these 
General Rules: 

1. The “Text” that spells out the Rule if available: such as the Ayah 
“And every Human being’s fate we have fastened to his own neck”. 
This statement is true and general for every human being. Other 
phrases can also give the “Generalization” text such as: 

a. The letter “The”, such as: “The divorced women shall 
wait concerning themselves for three monthly periods.” 

b. The letter “If’ when attached to a type/name that doesn’t 
have “The” as a predecessor, such as: “O ye who believe! 
if a wicked person comes to you with any news, ascertain 
the truth”. 

c. The word “whoever” when in denial context, such as: 
“whoever fails to judge by what Allah hath revealed, they 
are the Unbelievers”. 

2. There can be other verses that make this general text specific to 
some of the cases that are under the original general text, and make 
exceptions to some cases that were originally included in the 


58 



Stray Sects Series 


The Counterfeit Salafis 


Having said that, let’s examine the verse of Surat Al- 
Maidah in details. We will discuss the Governorship of 
Allah #i, and provide nine ways of looking at verse Al- 
Maidah 47, which will show that it can never signify minor 
Shirk or Kuff. 


general text inference. It is safe to say that every general statement 
in Quran had been limited to specifics, as Imam Al-Shaf ie said, 
except the Ayah: “And Allah knows every thing”. 

3. The “Comprehensive Survey” of evidence that covers the subject of 
the search, wherever it is found, until it forms a solid, undeniable 
and fundamental rule that, considering the vast number of its 
founding elements, becomes dominant over any individual or 
specific evidence in its subject. An example of that is the rule “No 
harm is to be bared, and no harm is to be inflicted”. As a standalone 
text, it was reported in a weak Hadith. However, the meaning of the 
Hadith is spread over Shari’ah in a vast number of Quran, Sunnah 
rulings and Sirah events to the extent that it outweighs the single 
Hadith and rules over it. Ayas such as: “No mother shall be treated 
unfairly on account of her child. Nor father on account of his child” 
Al-Baqarah 233, or the ruling of the Prophet 3^ in the matter of Al- 
Zubair and the person who denied him the right to have access to 
water through his land, and many other single evidences. In fact, 
that is how character judgment is normally established for certain 
people of being generous or kind; by adding the individual incidents 
to establish the general meaning with which they are judged by. In 
Shari’ah, the category of the “Comprehensive Rules”, which are 
five, and the ‘General Fiqh Rules”, which are lower in level than 
those Comprehensive Rules, are established through this type of 
evidence. An example of these Rules is “if matters get tighter, it 
eases up” or “necessities allow the prohibited”. 

4. The scholars of Ahlul Sunnah established that the correct approach 
for extracting rulings is to consider both the individual/specific 
evidence and the “General Rule” under which the incident falls. 
Neglecting either would make the ruling incorrect. However, they 
limited the effect of the particular evidence in refuting a General 
Rule; because refuting a General Rule by single evidence is like 
refuting many specifics that the General Rule was established upon 
by a single specific. 
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6. Ibii ‘Abbas' 1 statement “Kafr that is less than the Kiifr:"’ “ 
jis ujj jiS”: 


In the course of refuting the typical argument that uses 
this statement in the wrong context, we will present nine 
fundamental points to illustrate that the quote is not 
applicable to the present situation: 


■Vii :er^' : jjfej JjSj oj Lr ha]]| ‘LijaC. lf lc- lf l±i p j^tfll a. 

i ji ^ k jjm J \ 4 a ojic-ii j j a . av i . ~~ > <\ a 

iA^C-jjk ji 4 A __ A LgJ j 4 jjA £ajal j-a ^3 

I £ a ' ^ \r- Allis ilA oAc-lj ilA Vj Ajjij Lg-1 

) {lS jp-t jjj »jjl j j.J 5 V j} : LjiiS (> Ifrhil Jc. 

, 48 cdli 4-hii Laj (2) U V) o'-^4 041 o' j} ‘ (1 

a. The General should be treated according to its generality 
if it is repeated and settled (as a rule): this is a common 
point which is normally discussed in Usool Al-Fiqh. Al- 
Shatibi said: it is proven in regards to the Shari’ah 
knowledge that if a Shari’ah established rule is repeated 
in many places and was used to prove many points and 
was never coupled with any specifics or conditions, it 
means that it is irrevocable and stays on its generality 
(without trying to commit it to a specific case). Looking 
at the verses of “Hukm of Allah” and that He is the One 
to judge in peoples lives (see the verses of Quran above), 
the verse of Al-Maidah 47 can not be specific to a case 
where we say: the ruler is Kafir if... as if specifies a case 
that is against the general rules. 

'Jjji Uaj JJtkj 4 (>>j " LI la£ ; ^j-axil Jjii ^jiill (jtajJU b. 

2)^4 o' Vi r.17n.ni (_ 3 it.n 1 ' yi yi y Ua ya 4 A 3 m a1]i 

._ajpc.1 yi 4jl3 4 - . t ■ ,j“ 0^411 4 ' t “ Itluiail 

ya (jjal] JC- ( 4 - » t j 4 "■.) aS 4.1a a_]^)A ya (_)£ *Ul ^ ‘249 Ly. 

_ 4 jtUI Jia!_^u ^3 La£ 7 U:. Akjc. ^jyic .1 ya allL ya ^JJQjajI ^ 


48 Al-I’etisam, Al-Shatibi. 
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t^L-^aiiA fi ^b«aJA ^3 d' j\ i o^jLaII AjI ^ya g. 1. n'ujjV \ «!J j ■ da 1' j 

_ 2 dl) Ia£ j o^)^£1a]I CIiLg^ajlII ^ja dild did (Jj 

b. The preposition “t>” (whoever) in the Arabic linguistics, 
when succeeded by a negation letter “A” signifies the 
extreme general that does not accept specificity or 
exception , unless it is a “adjoin exception” “J-ai* as 

in the verse of Al-Baqarah 249 “and those who do not drink 
from it belong to me, except if he just takes a sip off his 
hand”. So, the exception was adjoining. In Al-Maiddah, 
there is no exception, adjoin or disjoint. So, it has to stay 
on its generality, which is taken right off the face value of 
its words as Muhkam 


; (J j 1 ' J1C.I^3 ^3 . jA La^ .^^ 31 j ' 11 C ''.“U j“ 


^^3 j j ill j c-' l . >i ',°, Vtj ^ jaaal y- y_llja^ 4t 


j A, jj)K'lll 4 _iC.^)ja]I ja-n.aj‘ 

(j] fi j oj^£a1I c^IiaII cl_jjAiaJiI ;A,**iA^k A, A jK'lll 

A_^_«-a]l j A-oi^jlIIj A C^jIaII cia^)jai]l i t— Uj.m11 ;A**ia-^ A, ^l£^.Yl 

l^j\ llA dALuJl 4 1 ^lc. ^A UlbAaaj Ig.^x^di Jaaj .(j^JaillJ 

j ^A (_)j ’’diaii]! 44 ^1 i».a j llA jix^'^aII f<^]\ 

^AJl.-k um dll Ax.^Jja IaI lljl ja i I^jLjaJ A_iC.^ulll ^ jg.^A ^gJaiu JaI^Ia 

^J^JjaIII AajA ^glc. dlx_Jaj Igji A_ut_Ja^]l djlxJ^jjjili] £-^.1 ^)a]1 j 

^^a_aa]I ^aIa]! (jjlliill ^9 ;^1!1 a 3 . (jlll_^3 (_ja ol^)A LaJ J C5^V^ 

^JJ U^j j) Aa^jj Jc. Ujll <_£jCld ^J C3^' U’ : 174 0^ 

L>° dmll ^gi U^ll A-oj^)^. A_jl diij jj] tA-i^,jj]l Cluj ^gi 

A-alij ^ja ’’IjljIa 44 ^ ’’’’l.g.jlc- b\ ( XAjaJ ^aJ (_Jj3 

A_i*jJajjjjl jill dl^bl IaS >( XjI_ja]I (_ja I^A Jlttl A_il.~x.Uij «dill j 4^ 

^ja ^Uil Ia Ua J^)ja tiilH Ca1xa.j ^)a-n.H ^ja <Uil 

jL-aJ ^ 1 ^yiAujlj CllA^ll j IaIc. 2 1 O' 0 jbaLt ^ja (jj£j (jl£ (jUaLai 

(jb A.jqjKMl l^A J£j .(J A.-X nA 

Ia^jjxj ^jl jaj j Uaj^)jA CllliS j LaI^)^. ^-IiaIIj 1_^.Iia 

V ^g_lxAJ odslAll AjI ^S JaLia ^A l^S 

^C. jl IaS ^^xlj ^aUall jl djllnll ^gi A-als] 

djjljj e.bk.jVl Aids ^g..)lc. dji^Jl ^JA 


c. Analysis of the word “Rule” in the verse : the work “To 
Rule” or to “Govern’ ’AAj does not mean encompasses those 
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who executes or acts against the Law of Allah Us 
individually in matters pertains to their own lives. Those 
who interpret it this way are the Khawarij. The word 
“Rule” means as is stated in Usool Al-Fiqh: Hukm. In 
Usool Al-Fiqh is “the instruction of the one who has the 
authority to govern in the lives of Muslims, in all aspects of 
the two types of Rules: the commissioning commands and 
the circumstantial commands” 49 . This means that the 
person, or the authority for that matter, who commits Kufr 
is the one who establishes a whole Shari’ah (set of laws), 
which replaces the Shari’ah of Allah and makes his own 
Shari’ah as the authoritative source in Muslims’ lives. This 
is not to rule in individual cases against the Law of Allah 
§i. This is to establish a parallel Shari’ah that substitutes 
the Laws of Allah Sf in all aspects of life and become the 
constitution that people adhere to. Such case has never 
occurred in the lives of Muslims except for short period of 
time over history; when the Tatar “Mongolians” invaded 
the Muslim world. 

An example of the Egyptian Civil Law illustrates the 
difference between the two cases. It is said in the Civil Law 
of Egypt that “a husband is allowed to pursue a court case 
against his wife if she was caught committing adultery in 
the house of marriage”. “However,” the Law continues: 
“the case can not be pursued if it is proven that he 
committed adultery in the same house”. In this example, 
Egyptian law-makers made adultery of the husband an 
impediment (£-L>) to pursuing the case. This illustrates the 
point that Kufr here is of a government that established a 
parallel Shari’ah; not simply a ruler who is unjust and 
unfair and commits sins by being unfair or unjust to his 


49 The commissioning command has five rulings: obligatory, prohibited, 
recommended, pennissible and disliked. The circumstantial command has 
five rulings as well: reason, prerequisite, impediment, Azimah (intent) and 
Rukhsah (license), and correctness and negation. 
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people. They don’t understand that it has never happened in 
the history of Muslims that the law of the land is something 
other than Quran and Sunnah. The Khalifas of the 
Ummayahs and the Abbasis always adhered to Quran and 
Sunnah, but they were unfair or unjust. They committed 
many sins such as taking money of people or even killing 
them, but it never happened that they declared the Shari’ah 
inactive and replaced it partially or completely with a Man- 
Made Laws. 

^3 jfj A-gIa fi.AC.lij J i> d. 

CLiLjLxJIj UjI ^^3 ^A^aLkiH lA^£.A La j 

jA La ^ic. j ccillj ^Yqi j <jl£ U'i qa civile. 

.A3j ”£• All 1 La La^-llJ LadS C5^ 

.A3j . Aj^ a Ale. ^)-a*J *4^S?5 J A, (_j-a ^aj)g.q,al' ILa ^ jLiLall 

La Lj AjV ^a^JLaC-l jlill ^JaI .13“ l^-iS (jjj 

A-L-ull £-.ljj A-LliJl C_fll^)JaVL M jill fi-lC-lUl J ^j-a 

^jx<aJ LiA (jj^)3l^ll A.,a\^ (jf A ) V t La^.l li La j 

^^A La3 V Ajj-ull ^3 .1^)J Lajl i^i]3 

l$-J LLaJj-a ^AC. (Jlij (jl LaA ^.*^1 VJ Jjjl La ^)A*_i <_^3 A_liI*JI 

£J^uull A_uj jLa-a <jc. fvW“<L c jl (jLajJ qC. U~). W"n AjV^ 

d. The Word Kaferoon ujj^l in Principles of Tafseer: The 

work “Kaferoon” in Quran always indicates major Kufr. 
This is a great rule of Tafseer, that is mentioned in Al- 
Muwafaqat. 50 (ej'ial jAI) 5 as Abu Bakr A said to Umar A in 
his will “Have you seen, Umar, that Allah Hi always 
mentioned the Kuffar in their utmost evil capacity, so 
people make Dua’a to stay away from their ways, and 
mentioned the believers in their best capacity of Iman so 
people ask Allah to make them like them”. Al-Shatibi 
generalized this rule to read: “Quran always specifies the 
extreme points, and hence, points to the in-betweens”. The 
in-betweens are found in Sunnah. The word Kuff was 
mentioned in Sunnah in a minor capacity such as in Hadith 


50 Al-Muwafaqat, Vol. 3, p. 140. 
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of Boukhari and Muslim “A* fluAI uUj” (swearing 

at a Muslim is a Fisq and fighting a Muslim is Kufr). We 
know that Muslims can fight and still be brothers in Islam 
as SI said in verse 9 of Surat Al-Hujurat. Another example 
is the Hadith “...JjVi jj*II ^35 jjtaj V kttu” which 

roughly means “Three (individuals) whom they prayer does 
not pass the Azan, the slave who escapes from his 
master...” Muslim, Al-Termizie and Ahmad, Muslim put it 
under the chapter titles: Naming the escaped slave as Kafir. Also 
the Hadith “dljAl Ala, c> ^!” Ibn Majah ( whoever 

swears by the name of some one other than Allah, he is then 
committed Shirk). All scholars considered Kufr/Shirk in 
these Hadiths as minor except if the person considers the 
one whom he swears by as great as Allah lit. This rule of 
Tafseer shows that the word Al-Kaferoon in the verse of 
Al-Maidah 47 means the major Kufr and can not point to 
minor Kufr. 

LI Aio (_£A]1 (JjjLc. jj tjjij J JaLl jj^. ; M jAS jjJ e. 

j«a pAW^a ALB ^Jc. aJI Jl Aa-Vqi jl£ (JJil lAA jl J liili tjkc. j jk-a 

(j^Lo jj (JjL j_jO JjJj <Jj (Jc- l^^-J 1 -} (j ^ jjl _jAl 

<_£A]I c^j^yiAll lAA Ic.lAax£ jj*jlLl g-Lalc j-a j-a j\ jk,a j 

j All I (Jjl La jac. I jc. jjjjj ^_jl a] A_Lal <Jj aA k J aA V Ail J 
A-iAu ^..Ac. CaLLa j-a j^c. (_£ (jjlill jA j c (JjiLII A_Al JLaJij LjjL a jkaj 

^ AaI^J ^a jl_AVl£ ^ g.U<a\c. $.1 jj-u e_£dC. jliuA jl j-a ^)‘ lAA ^-3 c-k. J/l 

t Jaj jl jjkli jjA I La\\ jc, c ,jjj a jkl j>m ■*!<-- jl tif'n.wll 

— A-a^l*Jl a\\ liljpjj . jJ-aAjuiLl jl^jJ dlLLs j-a JtAl £Jjl j-a jl 

La jLj JLi a aj^JI JjLI a_Jj _JLi aa^. 1 ^tALil — ^JlL^I 
A_i L.IX-L La<a — j_)jiLc. jj jo — JjVI aAAj ^ Aa^.1 (JJj ;A_AI 

jjl Jc. c-l^)jl j* J_,)dC. j-°J ^*-U jjfumLl j-a lAA L^a^iC- ^^9 ^jjlljaAll 
a!)L ^gAc. Clu^jJa Ac. _^jJaj-Ll A_ujjjl jjjjl jil] A^LJ jl I jAc. jL.>j 

£.\xsi} LadS 6 LI ^^)l_^Jl A_bJaLyi (_5^ J)l>^ ijC- Jpl lilldAj _^Lu)VI 

IAaC. AjtJjjjAl C_alLi_: LaJ ^g.)L>i9 J ^3 j.a^kj3 j_^Jl ^j-a a.l^)-aVI 

j9l£ oj ; iA]| ^jl ^-lAA-a ^j-a jlj^Jl j ^-A-LL jl j^Jl ^gAl 

^.1 j^\ f.'Sjb J* jJJJ La Jo fJa'jJ jl jk>i J j>» jjAjjJ jjlAkj 

^^jia]| LaAl jl fj$\ jlAAj _e_LluilL ^ j^)^Jl j^ jj^)J LajS t jAO ^a^A j JL 

La cIijjI jl dijl J Ia^. LaJ LL*j JLi aaauAI ^J.1 l.,aJc. >.. i'S j 
C5^ kj' c3^kj (L (J? jLail JjVI <j'jJI 
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^ J? : Ltf u' 0^ (-£ L " 

Jill (J^jl j ^aJ 303 i^^ALti Jdill 3! ^)I~N. < Q y U ;l^ 11^3 3*3^JLuj 3J 

fit, dlllli jiil (Jyjl Laj ^/sn. 1 303 ! ^ _>jLi 4 cJls ? jA y^.1 ?3j^al^ll ^A dlllls 

^A di-Al 9 Jill (Jyil LaJ ^‘nn. 1 ^al 3-03 ;!3H9 4 ^a*j;gjl 9 ?3A ( 3^.1 433-QHJaAl 

Jill Jjji Loj C.V3A ^sn .}9 tJ)^><a U U ;l3II3 c^a*j;(Jli ?jA ( 3^.1 
Ajj Aj 3 .j‘L L 3 All ^gjp 3A |gjl 9 ^Aj-qI ^g-iJ 3-0 3J-o]lAall £ 1 3.0V I 

V I 3 H 99 ctiii I jjU-al ^3 ^a^il 1393 c. Lud 4 -Lq I^jj (jli 4 j1 !3 C U 3 ^ 3 ^ 

V (jA V 31^.jlkll ^aA ^jl ^g-ixj) gd* 'A^j Jjl fAj' :Jy !c 3 j£ dli^ jftl3 
31JIA Aj-^IIaJ ^JAI-U JLluJl ^g-^l j._ n ^3 ”33^.3^ V3 IAa 33JP ^£jjl3 433I 

*3j* <11 


^a^lAi] I 3 ^a^ 3 J 3-0^1 30$]! 3 l_jj3SI (_]aI 3!^ t^-13 4 AA^LJn]l 30 dlill I3I ^jl Jill 

Jill (J3I Loj ^nAI dJjp ^k jjUaluill JaV 0 3«ix-all 3 ha 1 j ^3 4IAA UiLoJ ^k 
L^j^ji ^^giiii jiii 3 ;^*^ 3 -ai 3 c.vi 3 j 3 -aVi 3 ^yyi $.Ljaa]i ^93 

^gAc. <skj L0I3 .^L-uVI -£L ^ AJLJ3UJ 33^11 JaI (jjjy ^aAAL^jl ^kj AjIj£ 
(j!3-0VI3 pLo.i]l ^9 pL-enall gjl3j-a Aj 331 L1I3 LoA.W'll 43131^1 0 ^“^ 
jkSS V ^aljtjl ^.L-Jaall ^^3 iiul Aji_i3d AilLi-o 3!3 <uil (Jyjl Lo 3;i*^ 3^13^VI3 
Ai3*-o 30 aJ 3-oj^.^ V 3131^1 3lalill 3 .l.g.jlc- J0UH3 l^-l ^13AI 


Aai ^jljIj ^^-10:3^1 ^gjljjjjdll 3J 4 (JI3A4JL10II3 gJjLaAl 

gj-o~N.ll ^3J (_5-jc. A.a. Ujj 30 3I 3 3IJ ^aA3 3^-0 ^3^ 3^J l. )\c. L-L^J 3^3 

3-ojS 3 1 £ 313^_Al diljic-l3 tgjiix-a ^3J 31-o^aJl 3-0I 3!^ Lois 43^—33 

0 } jW“ L« (>aj (jUil (jx SiiUa J 11 u^- £ J*- 

30 3LJ 3^3^101 3J 33AC. 30 30U 3^-0 IjI 13ILUJ gjjAll ^-Vj^A 3 

;gjls 3AH ^313^1^ AJ33332JI 30 3-ay 3J <> 5 il AiC- g.Ui ^aA .A.l-JaLjVI 

AjI-nx-oI I dl3-1 -oj 3ul 32!^ ^ 313^]I t- ■all.-N 30 3I 


03 - 03 L 3 I 33 ^ 13131 !^ Loj) A-i-jaLiVi 3 a 3 \>-o yi 13 II-UJ 31^11 3 I 31^1 y°j 
3 I \J*.s-xc. I- 0 J 3 ^-iV 3 tjllLJ 3 ^-LiiX-Q ^a^jV ^ 13 -oVI 3)^*1 ^^9 

Uld 13 ^ 3 !! ^aA 3 !^ ;gj 3 VI 3 AVI ells dliy 3 tA-lc. <Ull ^aAl^j Lo 3 ^a*J 13 ^ 13 ! 

33L0JLJ Loj 33i-o*_l l^^gjljll (_5^ (jyJ iLjA 1 3jL^-sal ^9 ^j| I393C. A_Lo 

M 33 Tl.S-o ^_il 33-olxJ ^aA 3 


^yyi ^gjs 30 UjLoj ^c.siLa aj ^ci ^.1 Loc. 3^1 ^aii * 3^)3 

331I9 3' .^-ol ^9 V3 4^VI i—jAl.~N.-Q 33jlij 3^al3C.Vl3 (Jl3-0VI3 

^gA—a A_nj 3L-A ^gAc-3 AjIj^ ^gi Jill 31c. ^a^. < _gAl f l£j^Vlj (JaV (aj>y 

^al^^V 3LLI3 A_ll^ 3C. Agc.33 <Ull 3C. 3Jal3C.j gjjLall 1^3 ( aLa)3 A_llc. Jill 

^Ac. AAjkll 3^A I 30 A ^.1 dLujj V 3^ IAA3 4^1*113 Ail.N. u-i Jill ^n ^gAc. 3fl£Al 

.aA ^lyij Aj gjjlill 3J^J ^g,i ^a^^lAj^.l 

31c- ^ 1^.1 3^1)3 g.lV‘V'>ol 33^ A^olc- Jill 3A' Aj 9 yad 3LH3 

^9 Lj^aj ^ Ajli^^ Jill AJU3-I1 ^g 3 Lo gj£] 3 4A-UJ A-luj 3 AjIj^ ^gj 4 A.o^n 

IgJ g-Ljakil *LqJ)Lq AjlJ3joi aAx~n Lo^Ln. 3- u 3I ( a^LuiVI ^cJ3\j 
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^ya\ ^3 c-Linaj a^aj jl aAj 3 jl jl^-a jjLaj LS^ (j^ U_9^ U ^ J 

jjll (JL^. ^^Aj) ^Lu>VI (_)aI (_5^C. _^)fi£]l IaI ^al£^V I Jpj-ft jl ^/s^.1 Ia^.1^. 

(j^aJ !/li tJaB (jfLl liilia (^LujVI ^1^-S^gAc. ^)i£Jl ^1^.1 jpl (j-a 
cLag.jlj ^gi LaA^JC-j (jjjpVI (jJ^J ^cli^l (j/xS 4 4-3 (j-j-jjJaljVIj 
^•n.\| ^Ljjj^jj ^gic. VI J^l jl tjlkLJ Ax-j clAlia^a j^C- 


^j-a ^'N.l A^l^J' Ajlj^uaH A.a^^A ca^Uc. ^Ic. (jJa^)jj au' (Jjjl 

>l£-^VI (JjAjjj ^jJajj Jtt\ .W-sj j P-al ,*lli t t lljluii t’)\ 4<Uil 3-^.1 


If! 


Aa^. 1 (j-saj ^.-gj‘ll , ^ (jjA]l IjlA (JaV p jj«^ a^)i£ (_s^ C ‘ .J ‘ ^l£ll 
Lft^jc- JIj-uJ (jl A_ilc. LaA j-laj (JaI^JI j LaiAC. I^ii. <Ull LaAl j^. _^Li 
JaI (j-a A^.1 La^Jjl^J V ^)jj-iifljJl j A_ij^)*JI AjJ]l j dlp^Jl ^Vlc-I (j-a (jxalc. Log.3 
^La^-a^lc. A^alaJ (jl (Cjl_iJa^)ii]l V(jLojll 


(j-a-a jUaluill e^)x-ajl ^)\jVI &AA .W"i] ,j<a AjIaLuAj (J jSj *Uil kiLa^.j ^)Jajlj 

’’SL-inS V olcO“ ^9 A_iajLujVI djlc-LaaJl (jlaaJ (JllLal (j-®") ^al*Jl 

Ij^-ualujl jj Ijj^ l3^a Alui (_Jl!ial (j-a (jjA^JJ (jjA^I A.jflluJl c-LlC-Jll j 

(Ja-a V j] (jUaluill AjITuAj V ^_^-a^-a (_£,ill A^.^11 ^)\jVI 6-lgJ 

_(_Jac. AJ (j-al c_Jlj^)*-a A.^^^kj AHjITujjV 


e. Verification of Ibn ‘Abbas’ statement: 


As stated above in the introduction, Fatwa is an application 
of a Hukm to a specific situation (Manat &1*). Those who 
used the statement of Ibn Abbas that is widely quoted in the 
Tafseer of the Maidah 47 verse as saying: “this is Kufr less 
than The Kufr”, and interpreted that as minor Kufr, has 
made a major mistake in that regard. 


They normally refer to an incident that took place between 
a famous follower named Abu Mijlez jV> j*i and some of 
the Khawarij of Ibadiyah (followers of Abdullah Ibn Ibad), 
when they came to him and asked him: didn’t Allah say 
that “whoever rule with laws other than His, those are the 
Kaferoon”? He answered: yes, but this is not the Kufr that 
you’re implying. This is Kufr less than Kufr” 51 . It is evident 
from this text that Abi Mijlez was talking to a group of 
people, not sitting in a classroom teaching the Tafseer of 
the verses. This means that these people wanted to get a 
Fatwa from him to apply the Major Kufr to the rulers of the 


51 Refer to Al-Tabari’s Tafseer of Al-Maiedah 47. 
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Ummayahs. He, of course, told them that this is not the 
{Manat) or the situation where the Kuff is a major Kuff; 
since the Khalifas of Ummayah never replaced the Laws of 
St with a parallel Shari’ah or Laws they created and forced 
people to adhere to instead of the Laws of Allah Si. The 
important thing is to understand that this quote of his is 
about a specific situation with the Ummayah Khalifas not a 
general ruling in interpreting the verse. His words clearly 
indicate this: “...this is not the Kuff you are implying...” 
So, “you” here points to a group of people who were asking 
for a Fatwa in a specific situation not for a general Tafseer. 
This is exactly what the great Sheikh Muhadith Ahmad 
Shaker and his brother the great scholar Mahmoud 
Shaker pointed out in their commentary on Tafseer Al- 
Tabari and the Tafseer of “Umdat Al-Tafaseer on Ibn 
Katheer oi Siat”; Sheikh Muhadith 

Ahmad Shaker said: 

“These statements are some of what the stray people, who 
only associate to Elm by name, try to play with in this age 
and use as an excuse for those who impose the Laws of Kufr 
in the Land of Islam. They use such statements from Abi 
Mijlez in his argument with some of the Khawarij of 
Ibadiyah who wanted to revolt against the Ummayah 
Khalifas, as Khawarij perceive sins as Kufr. They were 
arguing with Abi Mijlez to get him to admit that those 
Khalifas and “Amirs” are Kuffar, so they can revolt against 
them. These two statements were reported in Al-Tabari, and 
my brother, Mahmoud Shaker commented on them as 
follows: (Mahmoud said) “Oh Lord, I clear myself from 
stray speech, as some of the stray people in this time are 
excusing the governments and rulers of this time in removing 
the Laws of Allah as a base for judging between people in 
their lives, and to take the Shari’ah of Kufr as a Law of the 
land in Muslim countries. They found these two statements 
and took them as an evidence to permit the use of Kufr Laws 
in people’s lives, money and lineage, and to promote the 
opinion that following a parallel Shari’ah other than Allah’s 
does not make those promote it or submit to it Kafirs. If we 
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look into the two statements, we have first to know who is 
asking the question and who is providing the answer. Abi 
Mijlez (Lahiq Ibn Hamid Al-Shaybani) is a trustworthy 
follower who was in Ali Ibn Abi Taleb’s camp and loves 
him. The people of Shyban, his tribe, stood with Ali at the 
battle of the Camel When the Khawarij stepped to the 
aside after the battle of Siffeen urfi-a, a group of Sadous 
(branch of Shayban), who followed the Khawarij leader Ibn 
Ibad, asked Abi Mijlez that question. The followers of Ibn 
Ibad Oi ^ A 6 ', the Khawarij’s leader, believed that 
anyone who does not follow their leader o^W! Oi is a 

Kafir, including Ali Ibn Abi Taleb and Mu’awiyah (since 
they did not follow Quran in the opinion of Khawarij). So, it 
is clear that they wanted to make him consent to the Kufr of 
Ali and Mu’awiyah and their leaders and Amirs since they 
sided with the Kufar government! That is why Abi Mijlez 
said in one report: “these people (meaning the leaders of 
Ummayah) act against the Law of Allah in some incidents 
but they know that this is wrong to do”. Thus, the question 
was not about what is happening these days, in changing and 
removing the Shari’ah completely from the lives of Muslims 
and replacing it with Man-Made Laws, as the Bida’a people 
of our time claim! This act of today is negligence of the 
Shari’ah and turning away from Allah’s Laws in preference 
to the Laws of Kufr above the Laws of Allah, and no one of 
the people of Qiblah (i.e. Muslims) doubts that it is an act 
of Major Kufr . 

This situation we are experiencing at this time is the 
complete abandonment of the Laws of Allah and the 
installment of other laws in their place where the laws of 
Shari’ah are made inactive and void ... this has never 
happened in the lives of Muslims before in history. 

So, whoever takes these statements or the like in this regard, 
to excuse a ruler in removing Shari’ah, and uses these 
statements wrongfully to support these secular governments 
has to be told and taught the truth about it, and if he insists 
on using such statements to justify the existence of secular 
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laws instead of Shari’ah, we all know what the ruling of 
Islam is in case of the convert away from this deen ”. 

These are the words of Ahmad Shaker, the Sheikh and 
Muhadith and his brother, the great Tafseer scholar 
Mahmoud Shaker. 

0 j£j La jl£ jj 4j] d ; Ul giy (Jj p jiJjlt (JjjS (j- 8 I JJjji&Z fjj f. 

jA ^ d?^ La* 4 L " jlaaaat ’’ .iq .La* ^_^jLic. 

L)J A J jiL dial jj *■ a\l S /jl jljj ^jl d.A 

t d*3 ^aLLall jj dd"*"' ol jj3 LjC- (jaLlC. 

f. Ibn ‘Abbas’ statement is not a “ Marfo’u ” Hadith pjiQ 8 : 

It is well known in the science of terminology of Hadith 
that the sayings of the companions are only considered 
“Marfa pjiQ 8 if it is about a matter that is of the hidden 

^ . In such a case, what they say has to be linked to the 
Prophet 0 as they never lie and they would have no way of 
knowing the hidden except from the Prophet 0 . However, 
if it is about any other subject, then it is merely Ijtihad of 
the companion, unless it is the consensus of all the 
companions, which it is not the case. 

jA tilli J Ujjjc. 1 lili ; AuC-jJu]! AJjVI Jjfi g # 

CllLa^aC. 1 V (J fOT" (jl (J^3 ^ya Ajls 

_jAj V] (jV A.)4W \\ Ale. ^a^Axil J LjU «”Jji» 

j J Vill Aic.j c4_i3 Cz (J-U3 (j,-a 

Ig.nt q -a dC- (JaI lA^C- .13 ^ A \l j 

g. Rating the Saying of the Companion in regards to the 
Quranic General Rules: considering this saying of Ibn Abbas 

it is stated in Usool Al-Fiqh that “the saying of a 
companion does not specify a generality of Quran”. The 


52 “Al-Fourook” by Al-Qarafi and “Usool Al-fiqh” by Abu Zahra ( A j A 1 A® 
“> j). 
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Hanafis believe that only adjoin exceptions should specify 
the general of Quran. However, the rest of Ahlul Sunnah 
considers that it can be specified adjoin or disjoint 
exceptions and have counted 15 types of specifics to the 
general of Quran. The Kaferoon in Al-Maidah verse is a 
general which can not be specified by the saying of a 
companion. 

'A y! y*-d! (y ±j ; JyAt 1A y*A Ua^ i yA h. 

Ajl y ^ A LLU y^Sj y jill Jyjl La yjxj y \yb Jli ya yA - y-~*» 

yA La£ yLuVI JLa£ ya ^Jti JUaC-VI yly tjlliic.1 y Jy3 Ail yAy yLuVI ^5 
y^*. yjy 'A ^^3 y^*. yj djAJ ojpli t-jyyjtxy tAjJjyiLallJ eyC-LiVI t—lAJu 
t- yLl^A Aijaill aLaic. yjl£l Ajjl A a*, y i. all A Jl5y oAlieJl y jx.Z^ Jjjl A-a^y 
jA t^yly^Jb ya£ V Aiij 'yy ^ t ' VI yy£j V yiSil yi ya sly Laj3 
ya i _ 5 tc- L _ I' L_nxJly ‘ LiaJ V ya yL^Jjajy iSijitll y A-. a \ L.A 

yC. yjljil ixal jaA pVyAy .A y 'j.Va 'll p_£- _; y _ Ajulia AjljLij 

ya ^aA jaa oyJC. Laly ^^jAjyliy ^JLta lySiaaJ yly t dui^Jl yl A a 1. nil 

ajaiaaj V jaa tyly^Vl Jila Aaa5Lal djtc.1 a*. ^J1 ly u .j 1 ya yiaatj yayyy 
_yiajl ^aLtJl y'aya y jyy AjLaay ^ air. A LI y j.'.r. Ayib pyall 


h. Scholars who supported the wrong approach in this issue: 

We have to understand and appreciate the fact that there 
have always been scholars who fall on the wrong side of 
issues. This, by no means, makes us pay less respect to 
them, or hinders us from benefiting from their scholarly 
work. The most respected scholar in recent time who 
adopted this wrong view is Sheikh Al-Albani (may Allah 
have peace on his soul). He adopted the opinion of Hanafis in 
Iman and was influenced by Ibn Hajar who was an Ash’ari 
in Aqeeda. He also went further than the Hanafis, as a 
consequence of this wrong view of Iman, and made the 
mistake of not distinguishing between practical Kufr and 
Kufr by action. Consequently, he could not see the 
significance of the removal of the Laws of Allah Hi from 
the lives of people. It is sad that those who are 


53 Refer to Mohammad Abu Rahim “ Iman as viewed by Sheik Al-lbani” jA j 

Aic. (jLjjVl Afliisk" ^giUIVI aAiac. ^ 
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“ Muqalidah ” (blind followers of a scholar) could not see 
the other side in this view, as their mentality was built to 
blindly follow others. 

V J f IaIxJ! (j*® JaI <—J &±A QA Jl i. 

jl (JIaaI I.A& ^-3 ^uc^\ ^Laic. ^j-a 

lie j 4 _^Lai Jl^A^-a A-a^l*Jl j j£Li :u*.l 'J^VI 

4^Lj (ji lie ^LaV^ j _ 5 «i^LaV^^.u jAII c lie 

, l* 0 )' 1 0^ g-Lalxll (_j-a g.La.Vil' 


i. Quotes from scholars who supported Ahlul Sunnah’s 
approach: It is very important to re-emphasize the point 
that these “Counterfeit Salafis” failed to understand all 
along: this situation, or Manat, that Muslims live in 
nowadays, with the Shari’ah removed completely from 
governing their lives and replaced by a mix of Man-Made 
Secular Laws, has never happened before in our history, 
except at the time of the Mongols' (j^Ut) invasion of the 
Muslim World in the Seventh Hijri Century. They ruled by 
their “ Abestaq ” J'Wtfl, which was a mix of the Islamic 
Law, Jewish Law, and some of what Genghis Khan came 
up with on his own. Ibn Taymiyah, and his students such as 
Ibn Al-Qayyim and Ibn Katheer, was the first to issue a 
ruling in such a situation. Before that, all scholars were 
always talking about a situation where the Shari’ah is the 
base and reference for the society, but the Khalifas or the 
leaders committed injustices and sins in individual cases. 
That explains the statements found in many books of Fiqh, 
where it says: “if the ruler executes laws that oppose 
Shari’ah, he is still considered a Muslim as long as he 
adheres to Islam and takes it as his Aqeeda”. Knowing 
what the Khalifas used to do at that time, we can 
understand the Manat of such statements; i.e. rulers and 
governments who had the Shari’ah as the reference in their 
land, but committed individual sins. This has nothing to do 
with the situation in the present time, where Shari’ah is 
completely removed from the constitution, as the sole 
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source of Laws, except in Saudi Arabia, and secular laws 
are the source of legislation in the lives of Muslim s . 

Having explained this point, there is a long list of scholars 
of Ahlul Sunnah, past and contemporary, who supported 
this view of Ahlul Sunnah. We quote the following: 

1. Ibn Taymiyah 

i jUll JaI Ur. jaxa A 'S\ tjjA 1L! ", " A j. a** Jjaj 

^1 J] ale. Vj 1LI j JaI <ja jlS AaLlj (_£Ail <- aV S '■ -S"* A Lallc. 

Late t ill IaIj Id] A . ■ lil lAAj t^jLill JaI <ja OJ& l) 

(jiid uIjjxaIIj i<Gau AeJjllj lAeJj “GauIIj lie. JlaUlIj iUab JjlaB (jjaIluaII 

clA li^i <be. Lf ^j Lu jaI j <b aajI jaI Ue Lf $Jj iIIjjxa jSIaII j 

^JjVl jLaall a! (_^H1 (jjAj! Ayi bilLa ^jjt.'^jall 4 JI j t^jjAllall _Aj 4 a 3 j 

0 jg-lbl [_3aJl .jj-iJ aa-Lb aIjjujj (JjajI (_£Ail jA j AaIIj ^£all 4jjj ;S JaJ'J 'J 

" |i 'ja bib jjAll ^ \r. 

“If the ruler is religious, but ruled in a case without 
knowledge of Shari’ah, he is of the people of Hell-Fire; if he 
mled against Shari’ah knowingly, he is of the people of Hell- 
Fire; and if he ruled without just or knowledge, he ought to 
be of the people of Hell-Fire. This is if he ruled in an 
individual case, but of he ruled in the lives of Muslims 
generally and changed the Haram to Halal and the Halal to 
Haram, Sunnah to Bida’a and Bida’a to Sunnah, the good to 
evil and the evil to good, and commanded against what Allah 
Hi and His messenger commanded, then this is a different 
matter...(this indicates that the cases he described before 
where in specific individual situations, not a general 
constitution of the land, and the ruler is a sinner and will be 
punished in Hell-Fire. However, the later is a different type, 
which only means major Kufr). 

2. Ibn Katheer 


<ja A^ A :Jta LUbJl j j-A ^ jjiiS £jjI Jjb 

^JA ol^JJA IaC. j l Jjji ^jc. ^-AIaII A r - lA aiaII bll ,, ^jc. ^ 

Aa j Ia£j jill A <ja ' t^A 'C ’ • ■-* J L " ''' V- '' LxAaVlj pljAVIj ^i^yi 
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j (jlV (jc. A_i£1a]I dlLujLlxull (j a jllliil 

aAa]I j <jjl j A_p Cy* L>° l^-umal ^ ^jC. ejldC. 

A_i1j Cll^L-aS olj o^)Iai lAAVl (j-a ^n^ll 1^-iSj A_Ld^LuiVl 

tilla (Jxa ^j-aS ^aluJj A_lie. <Ull ^Aj-a aA^jui^) A-iuij <Ull L.Aj£j ^Ac. L*-iLa lc.^)joi 

U£ ” ji cJ^ ol_^uj ^aSL^J !/li aA^joijj c^- L5^ *». 1>J 

C} A ^ i aAHLJ j J^LALi ^£aAl jjJa^a ^jc. A_V|jIj ^a ^3 jfS* (j^ 

^j-o o^)JC. ^5^1 ^ajlV <Uil AiC. .j^*^ ^Ac. (J.3^ A ^ *W <Ull £-^)ja) ^JP 

tilla (J*a Qja ?A_ilc. l^-aa5j (JjjaiLAl ^1 ^1. Vi (j-aj c. i jkS> — AVjj_alall ^jI^jjaII 

In the Tafseer of Surat Al-Maidah “Is it the Ruling of Jahiliyah 
that they wish to follow ?” Al-Maidah 50, Ibn Katheer stated that: 

“Allah tit denounces whoever renounces the Laws of Allah 
which are leading to all good and forbidding all evil, and 
sways away from it to Man-Made opinions and wishes and 
terms that Man put without reference to Shari’ah, as was the 
case with the kings of the Mongols who ruled with laws that 
were introduced by their king Genghis Khan that he put 
together in the “Yasaq”, which is a book that uses some of 
Jewish, Christian and Islamic Laws, and some of his own 
opinions, then these laws became the constitution for his 
successors to follow instead of the Shari’ah and the Sunnah 
of the Prophet m. So, whoever does such s thing is a Kafir 
and it is an obligation to fight him until he goes back to 
Shari’ah, and rule according to it in small and large matters”. 

He also stated in his history book “Al-Bidayah wal-Nihayah” 
j ajI jJI that: 


“So, the consensus of Muslims is that whoever leaves the 
established Laws of Allah as revealed to Mohammad tH, the 
last messenger, and judge according to other abrogated laws, 
such a person is a Kafir”. 

Of course, as Ahmad Shaker mentioned, if that is the ruling of 
the person who judges according to an abrogated Shari’ah, 
what about those who rule by secular Man-Made Laws? 


73 



Stray Sects Series 


The Counterfeit Salafis 


3. Ahmad Shaker 


1 J Aul £- 3 ^ — Iaa £a — ;(Jj3l 44 ; )j oAac . 44 ^ jSLiu -Ia^I 3 I*-} 

aA^.Aj (Jj ^pAaTall A_llij]I Ajjjjl CIAxJ^jaJ 3^ ^J^aoAJ ^gi 

A^-^ja 3^_jl AjtjJal j ^gJljj ^ 4 U_$.J^ J “'‘4 La^ 4 jAjj^jJxJ cAUdIa]! 33VI3 $-1 _jAVI 

?4iiu <J ^yi 

c A^C. t t A^jlII till A Vj — ^gAijlli 3-° ^alau LajS - ia3 I A^J I jliJ 34 A ^- U1A ^ (j) 

i ^3 LaVI L—llc. (Jj cAj \ JX x^iS. 1 ^a£-ili lAA £-aj 4^/Llallj ^Hall Aj^C. I^jaI ^_ya ^j \.£j 

4 1 “j ^g.ip 34 A ^ JuiA ^ djLnj ' La _jjI (JI^j tAiic-^joi ^^3 ~g\4. Ma ^-^3'° 


AI 33 I 3-° A_i3 0 aAL fl ciillA A] ^£LaJl J^j^all 


6J. 


lAA 3W3 


.p^pl J j la 3*3 LaS c^_iL 1 jV p^aLlj ^ai j a jaWi ; t Aaj)S^.a 1 ' A-Ia^La^I A^aVl 

x^a^11 PIIaI — ^jaIaII ^3 — 34^ 3^ JaSL^Jl 3 <G 33^11 c3j-a^]l lAA ^alLl^l 

^3 l lAA ^3 34-‘^ jaLA ^ *■ A_i jjp ■»» 43 ^- 3)^" 1 > ^LaVI jAc. Aj*_L-a 3 AII 


3<a AxA.-L AAila ^^3 3 ^ ^A 1^1 A_ill Ij^AuS cA^.lj 333 ^3 V] i ^AaC. ^jl^l 33^1 

^ClutL-a La J (Jl jj Aja^I-iaVI A-aVI ^3 AA^aAjli LlJ^ajj 3*3^ Ig.jlc- ^^gjl t^al£^Jl 
jVI ^aXaVI ^aVl J&i jV .^la IaM^j Ulii A^lj VU Ij^l tjVl 3 ja1uia]I jl£ ^aJ 
Ajt_llaA-al 3 All ” 3 *jiLill 44 i^JIAj ^Jja A-puS j AjLJ^Lall AaII.'LaII (jjjlAA ^_gA ^laAjj 

plljl I^aLuj ^aJ t^Lui^U ^jjpLVlj (JJjlj 4 ^AUa ^)3l£ 

3 jjiU1I Iaa ^gAiijtA ^^gJl ^A^aI a^a j (Li c^-LIjI j ^.LjI ^AIIaj ^a^aaia]! 


^g.ijAj till.uiAJjAy \ ^gj) ^aA jC-Aj (3° (_S^ ^agillik (3 0 UJ3^^J ^ 

t A jjAjII JalilV^ L)-a c^IIa (JLa ^Jj ^^”1 AaL^.” j ’’l. )».~v ^ 44 ^Axj^jjjj 

^IaU 44 ^gJ) Aijj^ii 3 jAjjj 4^g-a!)L aVI ^j^AAill 3 A Iajs (S^jAjI I j 1 ^.aI ^jj (Jj 

U..,ll l j ja (*gpAj! c“'‘ nIa Iajj 4oj\j AjuAaJlj j^aILj oj\j L) 4 ^J 

.aJjAII 3 ^ (JjAII 3 _jiAJU (a^-ilj— Vj— (j^^^j-aJ tdjljlj 

j_^4 J' lAaAaJl ^j^jjiiJl ^^ 5 -ic.l c AjA^JI (jjAll lAA 3 m.; 3 I ^jJaIuia]' 3-° A^.V (jAj J)j~>j^' 
J?^Ula. jl c—iLH 31 ^ IaIIc. Aj (_Ja*JI j 6 Ali!ic.l j aSIHc.1 j Iaa ~\+S[ o^UjI (Jja^j 3 ^ p-jSf 
^ia^sLJj A.J (_Ja*j 3^_5 433j-a*Jl 3 ajjLa]I IAA (Jla ^3 c-Ljaall ^gij ^jl ^Laa ij^. 3 ] 33^4 3^ 
3^3^3 L\. lAaajj A.1 a~n Aj 3-®3J3 ^'LjA IaLaa 3 ^ 3^ J ?A_lu]l Aii*J 3 *ji 3 ^ 

t A_alk 3 ^ V 3 4jAj 34 ^ L>° (J^V Ia^^a LLi^ aJ^uj^ ls^ ^ Iaa 3 W 

Ailal La — l)^ ^3 ^^S - 3 3^'3^1 A_iatJa3 A.i^.1 j A.J c-l^. 3 LH (JJAJ 3 II A£.lJaj Alic-lJa 3 W 3 

L!)LlaJ AliaU eAA ^^3 ^Ljaall AjV j 3 W 6 (J 3 LIA V 3 AA^La 3 JC. (*3^4 ^) ^ 4 ^LaJ 

ij\^\ V3 ^_ia_--ali]l AiaJj V clAk-aS 


54 Also names like “exteremist” and “Fundamentalist” are unfurtunatily 
being used by this group nowadays. 

55 This is obligatory as in the Fundamentals of Deen (Tawheed) not in the 
sense of the word “obligatory” like in the Branches of Shari’ah like buying, 
selling or marriage. 

V Aaa. jj]L 31ajVI i—j y^j _^A La Ajy^jj i^sSj Jj ^)aI Ajj 3^ " J 33 I 
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Vj 4_i3 V t(J hajjaII jjJaj ^_Jal j 4_i*_<Ja jll oAA ^^3 ^)-aVl (j) 

jl ^3 — (jl£ ^j-a UjI£ — ^vLuiVl ^j-a-a A^V jAc. VJ tojjl Aa 

t ”4-uiij i. 1 jjoi^ ^^aj J£j“ Ajaiii] Jj^aJ Wil3 clAjl^jSl jl l^J 
V J (jjjljla ^iC- ^ 1 j^)aI La ' jxLtlj ^lC- (3^W Aj-sajls Vi 

# ^jj^jj^allA 

j_j-a c*I1a ^Jj Laj ^.x.y^) I j AaL^. ^jI ” AjAa-ll (JjjjjLaII lAA AUC- U ^Lc. (J 

(jl t- 1 >J La (Jj3l cJLaj LaJ LaJj dlUc. La3 i \jjLi La I j\jL ils Vi cJjjliVl 

56 .”J J\ 

Ahmad Shaker in “Umdat Al-Tafaseer” ( Oj ji-jj s.ue. 

J&) in his commentary on the above statement by Ibn Katheer 
said. 


“I say - following Ibn Katheer- is it permissible that 
Muslims are being mled in their land with laws that are 
extracted from European Idle-worship secular based Laws? 
Laws that are full of errors and refuted opinions, which the 
Europeans change and adjust as they please all the time 
without considering whether it agrees with the Laws of 
Allah? Muslims have never been faced by such a situation in 
their history except at the time of the Mongols, when it was 
one of the worse ages that Muslims lived. However, they did 
not submit to it. On the contrary, they annexed the invaders 
and the Rules of Islam prevailed. 

Now Muslims are even in a worst and a darker time, as most 
of the nations involved in such laws that the Mongol Kafirs 
invented. The laws now are similar to these laws. The irony 
is that people are now proud of learning such laws, and they 
even mock those who oppose them and they call them names 
such as “old fashioned”, “stubborn” and such bad names. 
Not only that, they actually interfere with Shari’ah and try to 
change whatever is left of it, sometimes using trickery and at 
times bluntly, but all the time trying to separate the state 
from religion. Is it then permissible for any Muslim to follow 
this new Deen they invented? 


56 Ahmad Shaker, Umdat Al-Tafaseer Vol. 1, p. 216 

.216(_> a 1-^ i^^Lui aa^.1 Saac." 
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It is crystal clear when it comes to these Laws; it is pure Kufr 
that has nothing unclear about it, simple and straight¬ 
forward. There is no excuse for any one who claims to be a 
Muslim - whoever he is - in following these laws, working 
with them or submitting to them. So, each person has to 
watch for himself and has to be responsible for himself. 

I am calling upon the scholars to tell the truth and come 
clean, with no fear to deliver the message of Allah $SL 

They will say about me that I am “bad”, “old fashioned” and 
the lime of these words. That never made a difference to me, 
as I always say the truth no matter what the consequences 
are”. 

Sheik Ahmad Shaker’s comment speaks for its self! 

4. Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Ibrahim 

JJC. ~SI ^ La' j " ^ JlSj 

Lai tlAj^jj o j' - jA aL' j ^alc. Ail 

JjU ]SS. 1-^3 p .S j UUaid I jlli q'j _a L-ujjpJ j3 Jx-^. 

y " udi 

Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Ibrahim, the great Mufti of Saudi 
Arabia, said in his collection of Fatwa, collected and 
commented on by Sheikh Mohammad Al-Qasem: 

“.. .but that which was called ‘Kufr less than Kufr’ is when a 
mler judges by laws other than Shari’ah knowing that he is a 
sinner, given that if he does it in an individual case once or 
so, but if he makes these rulings against Shari’ah into the 
Laws of the Land, then that is Kufr. Even if they say: oh, 
we are making a mistake and we know Shari’ah is better 
(and the sort of excuses), as this is a Kufr that takes one right 
out of Islam”. 


5 Refer to the Collection of the Fatwah of Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Ibrahim 
by Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Abdul Rahman Ibn Al-Qasem. 
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There is no clearer statement that can be said, for those who 
see! 

5. Sheikh Saleh Al-Fawzan 


^ jA ^IxJl ^W (jJJj V 1 jjJ <Ull A-o^.j 3 M 

ijja (jV lillij Lallxo A_1 a]I (_jC. I^A J ^J«a> 

^lx-al j Ajt ^^Ac. jll (jjjlsll A-La^/Luj^ 

^".li^jjil ^j^aSli)j Alall ^j-a Aji A_i3 tiLjj V IAAj Ajij^jAdl ^j>a 

Sheikh Saleh Al-Fawzan 59 commented on Sheikh Ibrahim’s 
statement, he said: 

“So, He (Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Ibrahim) has differentiated 
between partial ruling, which does not get repeated and 
permanent laws that are the reference in all cases or most of 
them. And he (Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Ibrahim) ruled that 
this is major Kufr that removes one from Islam altogether, 
since replacing Shari’ah by Man-Made Laws is a proof that 
the one who does that sees these laws as better than Shari’ah; 
and that is undoubtedly major Kufr that takes one out of 
Islam and is contrary to Tawheed.” 60 

6. Sheikh Ibn Baaz 

.[-* 1405 / 2 / 5 ] gj ( 963 ) S-L-* gi >ii Lua jb Qi ji>I' 


58 “Al-Tawheed” by Saleh Al-Fawzan. 

59 In a reply to a question about the contradiction that the counterfeit Salafis 
fell into, Al-Fawazan explained that even if one agreed to the statement that 
Iman is intention, manifist and action that increases and decreases; but argued 
that Kufr only occurs thourgh denial or rejection, that it is then a contradiction 
and incorrect understanding since Kufr can be in other forms as well. 

j_J| Jjjaill 

V Jla a!£ «■(. S^i .ijjj j13j&I j ^oc-j Jja (jLojVI JUi " ;aJj4a]I o^a ^ >^Ti Ja 

? " j jlijc-lj V) 

i__lia]L) jUjc. 1 J jluJlb (J^3 (jLojVl (j) A]j 3 I ^ ji 'll air-1 \ V Jl3 1 jj J j (_pa3ljj lAA 

Ajjj (jljaJI air.l j (JjLojVI 1 jj AjV 4 ^)AlJa (_paSLlJ I2 lA jl^^JL j J-aC. j 

# lia^-a (jjfL} V Ajlj c^IJj ^j-a gj-o ^j-a Aji olj*_a3 _ 4 y .-n ^'1 i ^uakii j AC-llallj 

60 “Book of Tawheed” by Sheikh Saleh Al-Fawzan. 
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La:-kJ i. 3 J4*-J ; (J jh 

C^jAAiuiA]l £_1 a^. Ajc. Ail! £-^u“ 3° 3"* 1 ^■ tslii J jj <&\ Jjj! Lo 3 ^ 

o) !(J^ u)_5 3^ t ^3"'3 c ~’^ U 3° VA-utjJa^11 ] 3° 

f <u)l 3 3^-'3l Aij£J yh£i 3*-^' Ajtj^jjdll ^ Vi 

4jU^)jjdJl ^ ft Vi (jj ;3^ 3 J c4_ix_<Ja jll 3° <Ull 33 3 ^*3' jl-3 3® 1(3 

*33*-i (3° J3 (3^ ^3j- 

UjJ AjjJ! (jljji qa Aa^a QJiA ,jL iiij 

^‘s^k 3° 31 cau! 3 3^3_ul 3^ _^3 J^qi Aju^joII ^ }^Vi j] \i]\£ 3j M *3jbj 

M a3c. 3JJJ A-llJ 0 jIa*J j) 0 jjoi 3 jl <_£ 3lijl <&\ 33 3 


Sheikh Abdul Aziz Ibn Baaz said in an interview with Al-Da’wa 
Magazine, when he was asked about the ruling of Shari’ah in 
regards to these rulers who remove Shari’ah: 

“Rulers who rule with other than the Laws of Allah are of 
different types, according to what they believe in and what 
they do. So, if one rules with Man-Made Laws thinking that 
it is better than the Laws of Allah, he is a Kafir by 
consensus. So, is the one who installs Man-Made Laws and 
thinking that he’s allowed to do that; even if he says: I know 
that Shari’ah is better; he is still a Kafir as this is the form of 
Istihlal (making a Harm Halal). Sheikh Bin Baaz also 
explained that just saying that the Deen of the Prophet P- is 
better than any other Deen does not make one a Muslim, 
Sheikh Ibn Baaz gave the example of Abu Taleb who said in 
his poem: I know that the Deen of Mohammad is the best 
Deen on Earth. However, that did not make him a Muslim”. 

7. Abdul Qader Udah 

i \m j U-ijAia jLA j 4-ajl jjlAl Jj£> ~ij(3 .U1 l . iUS ^ya !. Jiijj 

A j-' j ' ^ ^ 0 Ajic. jill Loa. j As L ^abLuVI j j.. .-i t . ^j^jls j'lA 

^_3 JlsS A i, . >ij\ 1 ^jAjI^ '•» ' La ,^ °. As j - - ^3 ^ajLS j (_pals AjV J tAljlx-a 

iji jili a Ul A , Af A. 1 j|"' ; J.A t’ , LujjLall lic-LUaji j AAV''' <_AA 

I »'ti a LbUaJ AilaLi ^ j 5 AjjujAoII IgJkjjj LabUl j jL-a ji ‘Uuillj 

a_lL 54(_k. ’’tfjjAj (ji j£ ^ ^ Ait j jSc jj • * Aj u' -aSi ch^j 
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ccillj j i^LuiVt l^A 44 [A.)\c. *tlll (J.^-a^LujV^ 

VJ o^l^a ^)£j ja jjC. (j^Aljjj V Aj-u3j jliJ A_i3 Uifi 0^^) 

CiL* jSLsJI j c<Oil (jj^)j (jjj^aau j ^^-v\l J toj.Vq^l 

^-9 A_liJ j <_£.}jJ (ji ^^-1x9 C^a^-woVI (jc. ^A.^JJj (jjjl_j3 (j-lAluiAl] (jjoij 

c^L^U A-ill.-N.^l' £-Lja(jjjljiill (j •••f^ ulA (J£ l_l^.Ij (j-a... t A.1 u.^aa.11 ojpall ajlA 

A_jLa^.j I^jjLo^. jjj jl jjjjl jail oAA ^jjsuJaJ (jjill j C1 jLoj£^JI ^.l^-i (jl j 

1954 ^alc. A-Jj£C- A_iic. <llll A_^.l j j ..18(J^ .’’^Luj^U A-all^all £-L_iajVl 

(jJJj _^j-<alill AjC- 61 A^1a]I A. CjULui^. A.jq j i jiA AiSj-a A.->j“n 

^gjj 1 j)Uu\ \\\j ^gjl L—iLoiluVi ^^C-Aj Cy^ Ai^JI (jj.lliLaH $.VjjA jna, il9 

# A^_Ji]l I^A iJlLa 

The martyr Abdul Qader Udah, one of most famous Law 
specialists and judges in Egypt and one of the heads of the 
“Ikhwan movement” 62 who was executed by Jamal Abdul 
Naser, the dictator of Egypt between 1953-1970, said in his 
inspiring book “Islam and our Judicial system ”: 

“If the laws of the land are contradicting the Laws of Allah, 
it is then utterly invalid and no one should follow them. On 
the contrary, every Muslim should oppose them”. 

Many others, more than those quoted have explained and ruled 
in this issue; such a Sheikh Al-Dousary, one of the most 
recognized scholars of Saudi Arabia. It is important to mention 
that we did not quote all these scholars to make Taqleed (blind 
following) of their opinions, as Taqleed is not accepted in 
matters of Tawheed. This is what the fake Sheikhs of the 
“Counterfeit Salafis” hide form their misled young followers. 
They confuse the subjects of Fiqh with issues of Tawheed. This 
point will Insha Allah be more explained in the next chapter of 
this book. 


61 This is in accordance with what Mohammad Hasanien Haykel said in his 
book about Naser “Paradise and Hell-Fire is only on this Earth”. 

62 Although Ikhwan no longer reference him, since they were also infected by 
the Irjaa virus. 
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Chapter Five 
Exposing the Trick! 

We will first remind the reader of the tricky logic used by the 
“Counterfeit Salafis” as presented in chapter 3: 

1. Allah M said U ^ "o! which 

roughly means “So, ask the People of Thikr (the 
message) if you do not posses the knowledge” (Al- 
Nahl 43). 

2. It follows that no one can talk about any issue of 
Deen except those who posses knowledge. 

3. The “Sheikh” that is worthy to be followed has to 
posses two major qualifications: 

• Graduate from certain universities, mostly 
Mecca and Madinah Islamic Universities. 

• The knowledge and opinions of the She ik h 
must match what they promote as “the correct 
knowledge” which we laid out above. 

• It is always useful to wear “ Jilbab ” and 
“ Ghotrah ” for the extra credit! 63 

4. Their Sheikhs are the only ones who Muslim s 
should listen to. 

5. Young Muslims, who are mainly victims of this 
approach, are stripped out of their brains, since 
they have no qualifications to think and are given a 
couple of telephone numbers and internet links to 
view when confronted with any issue; whether it is 


63 It does no mean that Saudis do not have great and respectful scholars. On 
the contrary, many/most Saudi scholars, as other scholars from other Muslim 
countries are of Ahlul Sunnah. It is the land of Muhammad Ibn Abdul 
Wahhab. It is only the wrong criteria and perception of scvholars that make 
these people judges superficially. 
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a Fiqh question or a normal day-to-day incident 
that a child can grasp the right answer for. 

6. Cultivating a culture of disrespect for scholars who, 
in their views, made a mistake! They compile lists 
of people, which they call Jarh and Ta ’deell And 
make their victims follow these lists and install fear 
in them of even talking to other scholars, as they 
are “not trustworthy”! 

7. This train of thought made them dare to encourage 
their victimized followers to snitch on their fellow 
Muslims! Ali Al-Halabi, an astray Jordanian 
character who belongs to the Counterfeit Salafi 
group, gave a Fatwa that allows his followers to 
report to the “authorities” those who call for 
Islamic Laws to be adopted in Muslim lands and 
for obedience to Allah as part of Tawheed Al- 
Ibadah to be correctly and comprehensively 
applied. 

Exposing the Trick: 

(jjAILj U jjl (J&11 jltLU A tlAj dl qa UL.J Lj 

“And before thee also the messengers We sent were but men, to whom 
We granted inspiration: if ye realise this not, ask of those who possess 
the Message. ” Al-Nahl 43 

This verse of Surat Al-Nahl is always used as a reference to 
direct those who do not have knowledge to ask those who have 
it. However, it is elementary to say that this reference is not, 
and can not be applied to all matters. 

A Muqaled (blind follower) can argue by saying: ‘But the 
words of the Ayah do not indicate any specific field of 
knowledge for its application, which implies that, a person 
“who does not have knowledge” should always, in all cases, 
ask “those who posse’s knowledge”!’ 
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The answer to this argument is laid out under the following 
headings: 

1. The context of the Ayah: 

If we recite the whole Ayah of Al-Nahl 43, we will see 
that it is meant to show that those who deny the prophecy 
of the Prophet H on the grounds of being a normal man, 
are wrong since all the prophets who were sent before 
him were just men like him receiving revelation. Hence 
the Ayah directed the unbelievers to ask the People of the 
Book before them about that fact. This can be reviewed 
in all Tafseer books 64 . 

According to Usool Al-Fiqh principles, this is a Nass 65 
in the duty upon those who doubt the prophecy of 
Mohammad 81 on this ground to ask the People of the 
Book who know this fact about the messengers. 
However, it is a Thahir 66 in instructing those who 
don’t know, in general, to ask those who possess 
knowledge. According to scholars of Usool Al-Fiqh, the 
Nass is stronger than the Thahir if they conflict. An 
example of this rule is the Ayah of “O ye who believe! 
Intoxicants and gambling, (dedication of) stones, and 
(divination by) arrows, are an abomination of Satan's 
handiwork: avoid such (abomination), that ye may 
prosper.” Al-Maidah 90. This Ayah is a Nass in prohibition 
of Intoxicants However, the Ayah “On those who 
believe and do deeds of righteousness there is no blame 
for what they ate (in the past), when they guard 
themselves from evil, and believe, and do deeds of 


64 See ‘Umdat Al-Tafaseer’ vol 2 p337 

65 Please refer to the definition of Nass in Usool Al-Fiqh by Abu Zahra 
Pi 10, Nass means Clear and Obvious. 

66 Ibid, same page. The Thahir is the text that points to a meaning that is not 
the primary reason of it. 
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righteousness - (or) again, guard themselves from evil 
and believe - (or) again, guard themselves from evil and 
do good. For Allah loveth those who do good” Al-Maidah 
93, is a Thahir in allowing any kind of drink or food if the 
person has fear of Allah tH. Of course, the Nass of 
prohibition of intoxicants in Ayah 90 is stronger than the 
Thahir of the Ayah 93, so it takes primacy over it as Ayah 
93 did not specify all types of food or drinks that are 
allowed. So, it can be limited to specific foods. 

The Ayah of Al-Nahl can be treated in the same manner. 
It is only apparent from its “ Thahir ” to ask those who 
possess knowledge in whatever we don’t know, but not 
necessarily in everything without exception. It is not a 
Nass in that meaning. 

If the Muqalid, says: ‘But there is no indication in the 
words of Al-Nahl 43, of what subjects this might be limited 
to? As it says that “ask of those who possess the 
Message” V fits o! jSi® J*i Ijli—li in general’. The 
reply to the Muqalid is: you have a choice: 

a. Either be a Thahiry (literalist) and stick to the 

literal meaning of the Ayah. Then, we hold you to the 
literal meaning of the “whole Ayah”, not just the 
second part of it. Then, it is merely a refutation of 
those who deny the prophecy of the Prophet 0 on the 
grounds of being a normal man, as all the prophets 
that were sent before him were also men like him, 
receiving revelation. Thus, the Ayah directed the 
deniers to ask the People of the Book before them 
about this fact. 

b. Or, to say: I have to consider the content of the Ayah 
and go beyond its literal meaning and its Nass. Then, 
you have to agree that we must consider other factors 
in dealing with it as it is a Thahir. Hence, your claim 
that the Ayah doesn’t specify certain matters to ask 
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about is no longer valid, since the whole Ayah 
provides a specific answer to a specific claim. 

We will illustrate that there are many other Nass of Quran 
that take precedence over the Thahir of this ayah, and hence 
limits its boundary to Fiqh. 

2. Ijtihad and Taqleed: 

The real issue that we are dealing with is about Ijtihad 
and Taqleed. The question is: how much is a Muqalid 
allowed to blindly follow the “Sheikhs” whom he 
“thinks” possess knowledge? We will discuss two main 
points in this part of the study; however, we urge the 
reader (who is not a mere Muqalid) to refer to the great 
book of Ibn Al-Qayyim titled “ I’elam Al-Muwaqi’een ” 
Vol. 2 p. 187 to 291, where he discussed in detail 
the issue of blind following of those whom the Muqalid 
“thinks” possess knowledge. 

a. If the Muqalid claims: but those whom I refer to and 
ask in every issue I face are those who possess 
knowledge and whom are following the guidance of 
Allah 8®. Ibn Al-Qayyim provided an answer that is 
global and comprehensive, as he put it, in answering 
this claim or any other claim by the Muqalid. He 
said: 

“..a Muslim is not straight on the guidance of Allah until 
he follows what Allah 8® and His messenger decreed. So, 
we ask the Muqalid if he knows what Allah 8 ® and His 
messenger 3p said, in this case he is not a Muqalid (and 
there is no need to ask any body). But, if he doesn’t know 
what Allah Hi and His messenger SI said, then he admits 
that he is an ignorant and stray person, hence, how would 
he know that those whom he trusts are on the right 
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guidance ?! This is an answer to any question they (the 
Muqalids) provide in this issue”. 67 

This answer of Imam Ibn Al-Qayyim should be an eye- 
opener to those who completely shut off their minds and 
replace them with a couple of phone numbers and 
internet links. They should be fair to themselves, if one 
says it loud and clear: we do not know anything, and we 
are incapable of judging even the slightest matters in our 
lives! How, in the name of Allah the Merciful, does 
he/she know that he/she is following the right people? 

b. If the Muqalid claims: it is a fact that these people 
you follow always refer to Quran and Sunnah, we 
say: even the worst people of Bida’a refer to Quran 
and Sunnah all the time. It is the matter of 
methodology and outcome rather than just the Quran 
and Sunnah. Umar Ibn Al-Khatab once said: “Quran 
is not but words, so, use it the way it is intended”. 

c. If the Muqalid claims: because they are graduates of 
Al-Madinah or Mecca universities! We say: was Ibn 
Al-Qayyim, Ibn Taymiyah, Malik, or even Bin Baaz 
for that matter a graduate of these universities? Is this 
the meaning of knowledge?! To graduate from 
specific universities?! How about Al-Albani? He 
never graduated from any of these distinguished 
universities? We will talk about this point later Insha 
Allah when we discuss the meaning of knowledge. 

d. If the Muqalid claims: they dress in a nice Arabian 
custom, with Jilbab and Ghutrah then we say: 
you need to be more respectful of your Deen. This is 
not a criterion to follow any one on any matter! 


67 “I’elam Al-Muwaqi’een ” ji* 5 Vol. 2 p. 189. 
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e. If the Muqalid claims: as I started looking into Islam 
more seriously, I just found myself introduced to 
these groups and have been in their circle of internet, 
phones and conferences since, we say: well, it is 
about time and an obligation to break this circle and 
study and look into other groups evidence until you 
find the truth about Tawheed, on your own, without 
any one telling you: this is it, I already made the 
thinking for you and you don’t have to do any thing 
on your own! 

3. What are the limitations of Taqleed : 

When it comes to Tawheed or Iman issues, it is the 
consensus of Ahlul Sunnah scholars that there is no 
Taqleed. This is evident from numerous verses of Quran 
where Allah blames the Kuffar on blindly following 
their predecessors and forefathers on the road of Kuff. 
Allah IH has shown us that when it comes to Tawheed, 
every one has the responsibility to find the truth on hi s 
own. 

(jlS f ji Uatji Ale. I niti fa £juj A 1 t jlu All (Jjpl fa I A j 

Uj fuA Ajh* 1 .: d ju\ 


When it is said to them: “Follow what Allah hath revealed: ” 
they say: “Nay! we shall follow the ways of our fathers: ” what! 
even though their fathers were void of wisdom and guidance! 
Al-Baqara 170 

4,jTc. tjA.j fa 1.1 uA j All Ujjjf fa ^1 1 jltxj p^.l (Jj 9 If 1 j 

Uj 1 (j_^alxj U yt jfi j'A Ijafji 


When it is said to them: “Come to what Allah hath revealed; 
come to the Messenger”: they say: “Enough for us are the 
ways we found our fathers following. ” What! even though their 
fathers were void of knowledge and guidance? Al-Maida 104 
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Numerous verses which show that Man should not follow 
any other Man in matters related to Aqeeda or Tawheed. 
Again, these verses are Nass in that regard. They 
obviously take precedence over the Thahir of the 
Ayah of Al-Nahl 43. The Ayah of Al-Nahl, then, is 
contained to whatever else other than Tawheed matters. 
This answers the claim that the Al-Nahl Ayah doesn’t 
specify only Fiqh issues where we can ask and follow 
others. Muslims owe it to themselves to read about 
matters concerning Tawheed and verify the sayings of 
those who we trust, and of those who oppose them. 

Thus, the Ayah of Al-Nahl 43 is specific to matters that 
are of Fiqh nature. 

4. Who possesses “Knowledge”? 

This is a critical point, which young Muslims and blind 
followers of the “Sheikhs” should consider and 
understand. The definition of knowledge, as mentioned 
above, is not limited to specific universities, or country or 
dress-code. A scholar, in the Islamic sense, is a person 
who possesses knowledge in a specific field; such as 
Fiqh, Usool Al-Fiqh, Sects, Aqeeda, and Hadith...etc. To 
qualify as a scholar in a branch of Elm (knowledge), a 
scholar has to possess enough knowledge in almost all of 
the above fields of knowledge to a certain degree, and 
specialize in some of these areas of knowledge. This, as 
in any secular, knowledge based academic circle, can be 
verified through the work of the scholar that is accepted 
by the community of scholars; such as books, articles and 
magazines within the established guidelines of the 
“scientific Islamic research”. Official degrees in its own 
do not constitute knowledge. It is, rather a door to it. 
Other doors of knowledge are opened to whoever Allah 
Ht guides. It is also the inherited wisdom in the Islamic 
knowledge, as well as in secular intellectual circles, that 
one should follow a teacher or professor, or Sheik to 
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guide him/her in pursuing the right knowledge. But, this, 
again, does not, on its own carry any merit to official 
certificates. It only supports, rather than establishes, the 
claim of a person being a scholar, provided that his work 
speaks for itself. 68 

Scholar & Mujtahid : it is also important to understand 
the difference between a Mujtahid and a scholar in the 
Islamic terminology. 

Mujtahid: Al-Ijtihad, in the Arabic language, is to put the 
necessary effort into the mater in hand. Mujtahid is the 
person who does just that. There are different levels of 
Ijtihad which were stated by different scholars, such as 
Ibn Al-Qayyim in A ’alam Al-Muwaqi ’een 
The definition of Mujtahid varies between the “ Absolute 
Mujtahid" -Tv ' 1 who possesses the capacity to 

make Fatwa directly from Quran and Sunnah without 
referring to other Mujtahids, or a Mujtahid of a problem 
AJUiaJi which is on the other end of the continuum. 
This Mujtahid is kind of “specialist” in a specific 
problem of Fiqh, such as inheritance, or marriage, or 
divorce, and possesses the knowledge to produce a Fatwa 
in this specific problem of Fiqh, mainly following the 
guidelines of a specific Mathhab. 

However, scholars are not necessarily Mujtahids. There 
can be a scholar in an area of science that does not 
constitute the capacity to provide Fatwas; such as 


68 It is imperative that those who do not accept this book or what it stands for 
will claim that the writer is advocating the haphazardness of knowledge. To 
those I say: This is not true. Knowledge has to be obtained in the correct way, 
studying with the proper scholars. However, this way, and that standard and 
those scholars can not be dictated in a list by a bunch of students of Elm, who 
just appear on the Islamic movement arena with little Elm, claiming that they 
are the guardians of Sunnah, while they are opposing it. 
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History, Usool AL-Fiqh, Hadith science or Arabic 
Language. Such scholars, who are authorities in some 
areas of research, may not be qualified to produce 
Fatwas. 

In a word, every Mujtahid is a Scholar, but not every 
scholar is a Mujtahid. This does not, by any means, make 
one better than the other; or more respected or needed. 
Scholars of History are very much needed for Muslims to 
know the past and derive wisdom from it; which Allah St 
commanded us to do. So are all other scholars in other 
areas of research. Mujtahids, with all levels of Ijtihad, are 
also needed to cover the need of Muslims to know what 
to do in the different aspects of their Islamic practices. 

This means that knowledge is not limited to a certain 
group of people. It is possessed by many researchers, 
scholars and Mujtahids who have the required knowledge 
in their particular area or field. 

Any person who possesses such knowledge can be a 
scholar or a Mujtahid. For instance; Ibn Taymiyah did 
not graduate from any University! Still Ibn Taymiyah 
possessed enough knowledge to be considered by many 
an Absolute Mujtahid. In contemporary times, Al-Albani 
did not graduate from any university. However he is 
considered one of the great Muhaditheen in our times. 
What is important is to possess the knowledge. 

To qualify as an authority in an area of research, or a 
field of knowledge, one has to provide academic research 
that is accepted by the community of scholars in that 
field. For instance, to qualify as a scholar in the Arabic 
Language, it is not enough to be a graduate of a 
university, as the vast majority of graduates of 
universities know the least after graduation, but rather to 
have research in the Arabic Language grammar, 
Balaghah and Bayan which would be widely 
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accepted in the Arabic Language Academic circles. 
Although he qualified for a scholar of Arabic language in 
accordance with the stated criteria, Mahmoud Shaker, one 
of the greatest Arabic scholars of the 20 th century, never 
graduated from any university! He studied on his own, 
and became the authority in the Arabic Language, 
especially the Old Jahili Poem s in the 20 th 

century. 

It is part of the trick that these “Counterfeit Salafis” use 
to disqualify scholars who are of much higher ra nk than 
they are. Of course, this disqualification is limited to 
those poor blind followers who “religiously” read their 
books or look at their websites, while considering it as 
the only source of Deen in this world! To the majority of 
Ahlul Sunnah, these are but a “ bubble ” on the surface of 
the Islamic community that will, most probably sooner 
than they think, burst and be a forgotten clan that stained 
the name of AL-Salaf in this time. 

These “Counterfeit Salafis” present to their poor misled 
followers wrong criteria that although might be stated in 
some books, is taken out-of-context or to an extreme that 
was not originally comprehended or meant by the author 
of the statement. 

They also provide a document signed by certain scholars 
to show that they are good or fit to make Fatwas, as a 
proof for two things: 

1. They are the best in the field of Islamic knowledge 
and they are they can never be wrong or never 
make mistakes 

2. Every other person who does not agree with their 
“counterfeit leadership” and twisted views is 
simply wrong, misled, Mubtadi ’e (person of 
Bida’a), astray or Kafir. 
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It is important to state that a signed document by a scholar 
stating that a person has graduated, or has obtained knowledge 
in certain area of Elm or the like, does not make the person 
immune to making mistakes for the rest of his life! This is just 
pure Sufi approach, replacing the dream of the Wali of the 
Sufis giving the blessing to his student, with a signed document 
by a scholar that works as Pendants ( Tamimah) that prevents 
the person from error. People graduate, and get signed 
documents, then, can keep in being good, as the rule of the 
majority says, or go astray as in the case of such counterfeits. 
The way to judge a person is his own work and stand at the 
time he claims to be on the right Path. 

An additional “Twist” to the trick: 


Many scholars have openly criticized the sect of the 
“Counterfeit Salafis” either in lectures, tapes, or books. 
However, they did not criticize these people of Bida’a on 
a personal level. Scholars write books showing the right 
views and leaving readers to distinguish between right 
and the wrong. An example of that is the distinguished 
book by Dr. Abdul Rahman Ibn Saleh Al-Mahmoud, 
professor of Aqeeda at Umm Al-Qurah University, titled 
“Man-Made Laws vs. Shari’ah, Ruling with Laws other 
than what Allah Revealed” <&' J>' u jJu ^iaJi 69 . Since 
these Bida’a promoters of “Counterfeit Salafis” can not 
scientifically refute Ahlul Sunnah’s views, they resort to 
another twist to forbid their followers from realizing how 
wrong they are. Apart from the strict slogans of: 

> “you are just an ignorant” 


69 The book was translated to English in 2003! It is an excellent presentation 
of Ahlul Sunnah’s view of the subject. 
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> “you are not qualified to think for yourself (with the 

help of Ijfl-li)” 

> “listen only to us” 

> “let us suck out your brain, and give you some phone 
numbers and links to know how to think and what to 
read” 

> “we are the only qualified individuals to talk about 
Deen”. 

> “all others are wrong as they don’t have a signed 
document”! 70 

The additional trick is “ The Science ofJarh and Ta'deel " ^ 
JjjxjJij These Counterfeits and Bida’a promoters used such 
glorious science to justify their ill-mannered, unscientific, and 
twisted-mentality approach. They bashed every scholar who did 
not agree with their Bida’a. They called distinguished scholars 
ignorant, stray liars...and the like. They compiled lists of 
“Scholars” whom they call “unaccepted”. 

Jarh & Ta ’deel vs. Books of Tabakat: it is established that the 
science of Jarh and Ta ’deel was established in the beginning of 
the second Hijri century, after the expansion of the Islamic 
State beyond the Arabian Peninsula. It aimed at exposing those 
who were not trustworthy or precise in delivering Hadith of the 
Prophet H. It was not meant to bash scholars. This was not the 
reason to establish it. Bashing scholars is called “ Ghaibah and 
Namimah ”, and being ill-mannered. In another set of books, 
that are history-like books, scholars of old ages and until 
recently used to document history by documenting the lives of 
the great and most influential men in their time. For instance, 
Al-Zahabi wrote “ Seyar A ’alam Al-Nubalaa” , 

which was by no means a book of Jarh in the traditional sense, 
represented in Al-Kamal, or Tahzeeb Al-Kamal or Tahzeeb Al- 


70 Many of Ahlul Sunnah, such as Dr. Safar Al-Hawali, or Dr. Abdul Rahman 
Ibn Saleh Al-Mahmoud to name some, are graduates of Saudi universities and 
have Ibn Baaz’s signature on their certificates as well!! 
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Tahzeeb. Seyar A ’alam Al-Nubalaa is a book, as the title 
implies, that talks about the “Seyar” or biographies or the life 
of influential men, whether they are in Hadith chains or not. 
This is history, not Jarh and Ta ’deel. The reader of the book of 
Seyar would be amazed of Al-Zahabi, as he reported stories 
that are less than “respectful” about individuals he documented 
as ‘Nubalaa’ or Nobel, though, he never bashes the person or 
even, in most cases, comment on it, depending on the common 
sense of the reader. This is how sensitive the Real “Salaf ’ were 
in regards to bashing those who have even the slightest 
qualifications to be put in such books. On the other hand, Al- 
Madkhali wrote volumes in Sayed Qutb describing him with 
the worst words! May Allah provide both what each deserves. 

The relevance of this analysis is that these lists published by the 
“Counterfeit Salafis”, and are prepared to criticize scholars, are 
not, in fact, criticizing any of those who are in any chains of 
Hadith. They criticize scholars of different backgrounds and 
fields of knowledge who never claimed to be in the business of 
reporting Hadith of the Prophet 0! This is not Jarh and 
Ta ’deel. It is pure Ghaibah that is a major sin by consensus of 
the scholars. For the blind and ignorant followers, it might 
sound scholarly and good to say: Oh, we’re in the business of 
Jarh and Ta ’deel. In the world of Ahlul Sunnah, and in 
accordance with their methodology, when some one publishes a 
book that has, according to some other scholar, a wrong view, it 
is always an option to write a reply or a refutation in an article 
or a book that shows the opposing evidence to reveal and 
correct the wrong view. This leaves judgement to others who 
might agree with one party or even correct both of the two 
sides. It is not the way of Salaf to bash scholars and put their 
names on “Ghaibah” lists. 

Another purpose of this “Ghaibah” list is to terrorize scholars 
who hold different views than the “Counterfeit Salafis” but still 
might come under their influence as having some kind of 
interest where the “Counterfeit Salafis” can heart or help. It is 
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important to mention that these Counterfeits have strong 
support from the authorities everywhere. In other words, they 
are the other face of the “Scholars of the Sultan”! 7 fUlt. 
A study case of this fact is what appears to be the case with 
Da’iyah Abu Aminah Bilal Phillips 72 . Bilal Phillips had 
expressed the correct Aqeeda when he published his book of 
“Tawheed”. It is evident from his reply that they terrorized him 
for giving lectures in some Islamic centres in Europe. Although 
this specific Islamic institution is of Ahlul Sunnah, they claim 
that by doing so, Bilal was promoted Bida’a! He wrote a 10- 
page document, clearly apologizing to members of the 
counterfeit group after they put his name on the “ Ghaibah ” list. 
However, it seem s 73 that Bilal still believes that Ahlul Sunnah’s 
views are correct. He mentioned in his book “Usool Al- 
Tafseer” in a footnote on page 38: “The position of 

most scholars seems to be that ...”. The use of the word 
“seems” implies, that he is not completely convinced of the put 
forth argument, although he referred to Al-Albani’s book of 
“Fitnat Al-Takfeer ”. He obviously left room to manoeuvre 
when asked by Allah §ior when he finds better chance to speak 
his mind. 


71 It is a metaphor to call them A ’alem here! 

72 Bilal Phillips is a respectful Da’iyah, and known witer/lecturer in Islamic 
knowledge. He authored many excellent books in a number of Islamic 
knowledge fields. 

73 And only Allah knows the truth. 
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Chapter Six 

A Wake up Call to the new Generation 

If it was only for the mistake in Aqeeda in regards to the place 
of “Ruling with other than Shari’ah Laws” in Tawheed, it 
would have been acceptable within the wide spectrum of Ahlul 
Sunnah to live with such deviation and work with those who 
adopt it, until Allah Hi opens their eyes to the truth. This was 
the attitude of Ahlul Sunnah with many respected scholars and 
people of Da’wa who fell into such a mistake and adopted this 
view, such as Sheikh Al-Albani or Sheikh Ahdul-Rahman 
Abdul Khaliq, and some other Da’wa scholars in the Ikhwan 
movement. But the problem with this specific group is much 
worse and holds much worse consequences. This group of 
“Counterfeit Salafis” did not only adopt the wrong view of 
Tawheed, but they went far beyond that and built an entire 
twisted behaviour based on this wrong stand. And, alas, it was, 
as a Saudi scholar put it, the worst that the Muslim community 
has ever seen in a long time. 

What do we expect of a group of people, who uses the Trick, 
which we explained in Chapter Five of this book, to produce?! 
A generation that is: 

> Submissive 

The culture of such groups, as we explained before, is 
to convince young recruits that they have to listen only 
to them, and to those who the masters say they can 
listen to. They create a state of fear in their followers’ 
minds from listening, reading or discussing any topic 
that is related to Islam with any one who is not 
“approved” by them. When you talk to a follower he 
just stares at you in a dazed way as if he is in a state of 
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hypnosis. You feel that words do not even pass through 
his ears. This is how they train their followers to be. 
This is exactly the fear that Sufis create in the hearts 
and minds of their followers, but with other tricks and 
tools! Their followers are trained to be submissive to 
their “Sheikhs” and others designated by the “Sheikhs”. 
Subhana Allah, methods are different, but the outcome 
is the same! The Wrong does not produce any thing but 
wrong. 

> Indifference to Muslims’ pain and suffering 

The approach of these people is as follows: 

■ Secular governments are legitimate and the rulers 
are in fact “Wulat Al-Amr” >»Stl SVj!. 

■ Since these governments are legitimate, then 
obedience to them is part of Islam. Speaking 
against any of their actions is “Hamm”. 

■ Thus, as these governments are adopting a 
submissive approach to the Western and the Zionist 
practices in the Muslim world, we have to bless 
this approach, or to say at the least, do not talk 
about it! 

■ Those who do not adopt this approach, and hence, 
rise against the unjust practices around the world, 
whether by talking against it or by fighting it are 
only collecting bad deeds in not following that 
approach. 

This, obviously, leads to being indifferent to the 
killings in Gaza, Palestine, Iraq and other Muslim s ’ 
lands around the World. It completely breaks the 
“ Walaa ” concept fVjl in Islam. 

This mentality leads to a serious consequence that is 
the most dangerous of all; namely snitching on 
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Muslims. One of the heads of this Bida’a, named Ali 
Al-Halabi, gave a “Fatwa” that permitted his blind 
followers to snitch and write reports to the authorities 
on Muslims who do not follow their sick logic, even if 
they do not promote any violence against governments. 
This is a crisis by all means! To produce such a 
mentality is a crime in itself. 

> Passiveness and withdrawal mentality 

In accordance with this attitude, it is only a natural 
outcome that their blind followers are passive in 
general, and have a withdrawal mentality towards any 
problem that is not in the books of their “Sheikhs” or 
permitted on “approved” websites! 

This also resulted in a feature that simulates a secular 
approach in separating politics from state! As a 
consequence of total submission to secular systems, 
they teach their followers to withdraw from any 
politically oriented discussion. Politics is not our arena! 
Does this remind us of another Bida’a? ...Indeed, the 
Tablighi group! This is what we mentioned before, 
ironically, these “Counterfeit Salafis” and the “Sufis” 
are taking from the same source...which is certainly 
not the Sunnah! 

> Ignorance 

Based on the above characteristics, it is also the 
outcome to be massively ignorant. Imagine a group of 
young Muslims, who: 

• Are not permitted to read any books except 
those ones by their master “Sheikhs”. 

• Have a couple of internet links, and phone 
numbers to check every now and then to see 


99 



Stray Sects Series 


The Counterfeit Salafis 


which books they can not read! or names they 
have to avoid. 

• Forbidden from any intellectual discussion. 

• Forbidden from thinking. But again, thinking 
about what?! There is very little material in the 
followers’ minds to think about. 

• Add to that the diminished capacity of the new 
generation to read, and we end up with 
ignorant, narrow minded simpletons, who only 
know about their Deen by clicking on an 
internet li nk ! 

> Arrogance and ill-mannerism 

What is extremely awkward is that with all this 
submissiveness and ignorance, the resulting generation 
of these “Counterfeit Salafis” still feels arrogant! This 
is because their mater “Sheikhs” tells them that what is 
offered for our followers, who visit our sites and follow 
whatever we offer, is unique. They don’t need to 
research for themselves or read original material 
themselves, since it is already done for them. They tell 
their followers that they are the carriers of the “ Torath ” 
^(heritage)! Subhana Allah, W^! So, the 

followers look down on the “others”, even if those 
“others” actually have much more knowledge! This is 
the consequence of such a deviation from the right 
path. 

Worst of all is the stand of the ignorant followers, 
following their mater “Sheikhs”, in calling scholars 
“astray”, “liars”, and “ignorant”. Allah tH knows that 
these characteristics are best fit for the deviant masters 
and the blind, brainless followers. 
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Conclusion 


To fully grasp the stand of the “Counterfeit Salafi” group, we 
say in short: 

> They are Murjiah in dealing with the secular 
governments. 

> They are Khawarij in dealing with scholars and 
people of Da’wa who disagree with their Bida’a. 

> They are Sufis when raising the followers. 

> They are Secular when dealing with politics 
(practical separation between Religion and the State). 

This is a culture that only breads: 

> Ignorance 

> Taqleed 

> Submissiveness 

> Indifference 

> Loyalty to those who opposes Islam. 

> Disloyalty to Muslim s . 

Finally, the question that might be asked: who does this book 
serve? What is our goal? The book is: 

> Not meant to change the way the master “She ik hs” 
are, as it is almost impossible to change the heads 
of Bida’a back to Sunnah 74 . 

> Not mainly aiming at saving the blind followers, as 
it is also very hard to convince those who are 
tainted of the truth. Specifically, those tainted by 


74 See Al-I’tesam, Al-Shatibi, Vol. 1. 
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this virus where the essence of the virus is “do not 
read, do not listen” and here are links and phone 
numbers of people to follow”! 

> It is meant for the rest of the young generation. 
Those who might, in some way or another, come 
across a website, a book, a conference, or a tape of 
one of the master “Sheikhs” of these “Counterfeit 
Salafis” should: 

o Be Aware of the dangerous views and stands of 
them. 

o Do not be fooled by big words, which they use 
to attract small-minded youth, set-aside their 
brains, and provide them with a couple of links 
and phone numbers instead, 
o Listen to what they say, with the background 
that we have provided. 

o And never stop reading for yourself, never give 
up your mind or trade it for internet links. 

Although we do not promote or condone a culture of 
violence , or the random killing of any innocent 
civilians in the East or the West, we stand firmly 
against the deliberate forging of the meaning of 
Tawheed. Revival of this Ummah, if this forgery is left 
to bread, is in serious jeopardy. The revival of the 
Ummah hinges completely on the correct 
understanding and the right application of Tawheed as 
revealed by Allah and delivered to us by the Prophet 

s. 


These are the “Counterfeit Salafis”. It is a bubble that 
will burst soon. We laid out their basis, which we also 
refuted; their trick, which we exposed; and their 
outcome, which any person in his/her sane mind would 
never want to be part of 

uij&j j 
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Appendix A 

As weak as the House of the Spider 


Example of the weak arguments offered by the “Counterfeit 
Salafis” 




Bismillah Wala Hawla Wala Quwata Ilia Billah. 

On a “Counterfeit Salafi” internet site (www.troid.org ), many 
of the material published falls under line of thought of Irjaa. 
This is typical of the “Counterfeit Salafis” as shown in the body 
of the book. The site offers explanations and refutations that are 
very weak and invaluable, proving that the Counterfeits have 
no basis when it comes to this point of Bida’a that they 
promote. 

We will give one example of their weak arguments by 
examining an article by a person called “Maaz Qureshi” titled 
“In defence of Alallamah Mohammad Ibn Ibrahim”. Allah Hi 
knows that this individual offers no defence; he merely offers a 
confused understanding by fudging the words of Ibn Ibrahim as 
we will show below. This example will demonstrate the 
weakness of the material published on this site when it comes 
to the Bida’a of Irjaa. Hence, readers should be careful when 
reading such material on the internet. 

We will quote the article in italics and quote external sources of 
scholars in bold. 

A General Clarification of the Issue: 

Imaam Ibnul Qayyim al-Jawziyyah [1] said: 


103 



Stray Sects Series 


The Counterfeit Salafis 


“As for ruling by other than what Allaah revealed, and abandoning prayer, 
[2] then this is certainly disbelief in action. It is not possible to negate the 
name of disbelief from him after Allaah and His Messenger (sallallaahu 
'alayhi was sallam) have called him that. 

So the one who rules by other than what Allaah revealed is a disbeliever, and 
the one who abandons prayer is a disbeliever - due to evidence from the 
Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alayhi was sallam). However, this is 
disbelief in action, not disbelief in creed. So from the impossibility of the one 
who rules by what Allaah revealed being called a disbeliever by Allaah the 
Glorified, and that the label of disbelief was not uttered upon him is... ” 

Then he said: 

“Indeed Allaah the Glorified and Exalted labeled the one who acts upon some 
of His Book, and abandons acting upon other parts of it: a believer in what he 
acts upon, and a disbeliever in what he abandons from it. 

“So do they believe in a part of the Book and disbelieve in another part... ” 

So they were believers in what they acted upon from the Covenant [the Book] 
and disbelievers in what they left off from it. So faith in action opposes 
disbelief in action, and faith in creed opposes disbelief in creed. ” 

Then he said: 

“This elaboration is the statement of the Companions (radiyallaahu ’anhum) 
who taught the Book of Allaah to the ummah, and Islaam and disbelief and 
their inseparable attributes. So do not take these matters, except from them. 
So the late comers have not understood their position. So they have divided 
into two factions: 

A group that takes people out of the Religion due to major sins and decrees 
dwelling in the Fire for them. 

A group that considers them to be believers who are complete in faith! 

So those people exceeded the limits and these people fell short of the mark.. 

So Allaah guided the people of the sunnah to the exemplary path and the 
moderate statements like Islaam as compared to the other Religions. So here 
it is disbelief less than disbelief, and hypocrisy less than hypocrisy, and shirk 
less than shirk, and disobedience less than disobedience, and oppression less 
than oppression. ” 

Then he - may Allaah have Mercy upon him - mentioned some narrations 
from the salaf in explanation of the statement of Allaah the Exalted: 

“And whoever does not rule by what Allaah revealed, then these are the 
disbelievers. ” [SooratulMaa'idah 5:44] He said: 

“This is explained in the Qur'acin for whoever understands it. So verily 
Allaah the Glorified named the one who rules by other than what Allaah 
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revealed a disbeliever, and He named the one who rejects what He revealed 
upon His messenger (sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam), a disbeliever, but the 
two are not disbelievers in the same manner. ” 

Subhana Allah , I have no idea how these people think or how 
they perceive evidences. As previously quoted by Ahmad 
Shaker and others, we have to understand the Manat (Situation) 
that Ibn Al-Qayyim is talking about. He said: “So they were 
believers in what they acted upon from the Covenant [the 
Book] and disbelievers in what they left off from it. So faith in 
action opposes disbelief in action This text is actually proof 
against the writer’s argument, not for it. It shows that Ibn Al- 
Qayyim was talking about rulers who did not abandon Shari’ah 
all together in principle and did not replace it with a parallel 
Shari’ah that is a mix of Islamic laws, British and French laws, 
and some of their own laws! It ought to be understood this way 
for two reasons: 

1. Firstly, because it is consistent with the rest of 
principles of Tafseer and Usool as we explained, 

2. Secondly, it is consistent with other quotes of other 
Imams. Otherwise, we have to assume that Ibn Al- 
Qayyim opposed his Sheikh Ibn Taymiyah or Ibn 
Katheer in the Tafseer of Al-Maidah 50 or In “Al-Bidayah 
Wal-Nihayah”. 

We will quote both Ibn Taymiyah and Ibn Katheer to prove that 
Ibn Al-Qayyim’s quote must be understood in context; 
otherwise he would have contradicted both of them. 

Ibn Taymiyah, the teacher and Sheikh of Ibn Al-Qayyim ruled 
in this Manat (situation) when the Mongols ruled with 
their “Yaesq” , which is a mix of Man-Made Laws and 

Shari’ah Laws. Ibn Taymiyah said in his Fatawa Vol. 28: 

JjaJi ^jLaj t£)JXAAl All J - f IaIxJ) oJlutl JjSj U ; 

to ja Jxj o ja ^LuJ) i jl\ jjaSSu jinli fVjA - qjsu! jilj (jolAlaJl lj! ja£- ljLISj t^^u^ll 

Jji ^1 ji£]| IjAjj flj t^iL-uVI IjxuujIj jj 

j&\ Jj t^iAlukAl) (JA jjj£ L5 iC' jLuij J2 (.AaSLi AJa \j*jua AjjaL till j Ujjfil 
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^iui j Auic- 4&| AJ- ^bu . /,&' ^AxJ S jbj ^AxJ ojU 

44 . ^xjj li t uA jAj i jjJ 5 f^ui ^jic- AJI cAxxxjj AjjAAj jxk J£J j^uxa^I <&!j .^Jla 

. Jjiia # # # ^ xjIaIs 44 

A_aj) JalijLi l^JUa uxj Ajli cS jj! jUl SjAlIal' ^LaVI £jI jbi Axjj*i tjp xixjk Aiilla j£ 
l_lxj Ljl^luall (jc. IjxlLalj Ijjfll 'jli i^aKI <jjj t^jxALuiAil 

IjxILal .SlSJJl IjAjj <-JAJ SlSjll IjxILaI Jjlxaj 

ji tUjJl ji IjxViaI £)l tiliiSj .Jjjjxil Lxuil £LA. j) (jUxAj fUua 

fbui! ^jk (jC 'jjxua! qI tillikj .Aju^uJI ljLaj^a (j- 4 bl]j jaC- j) tj-okJl j) tj*iiull 

J-«V! IjxxLaI £j) / .AiuJlj L-ilakil IAj^jj ^LiaaVlj (>aljC'V'j Jl>aVlj 

• UJJ^b-a ^Aj Jj AjjaJ! IjAjJj IjaLaj L)1 J t j^IaII qC- 

I j j^Joj O' (Jj-a tl^XAj'j A_aV' lJIuj £l_ulj A_LuJlj L_iUki] A ttllkAll £ .io!) I 0) ^A£j 
uj£ 1]| jl tAJLuaSj o jA&j l_uASo]| j' tA jLLuSj 4^1 f IauAj c-uAkal' j) tAjbl j <bl fLxuil ^jk 
O^jVI jj0*^' j' flilkJl .!££■ ^jic- (j^aLou^I AC-baa. Aolc- jlk 

' ^glc-Qa ^ '^IkAj ( _ 5 aa. ^jjAluuxil AJjIIa j' cjbxxb ^A jxjj' jb-ajV'j ^j^I^-aII 

’’.jjaVI aAA JIaaSj 4^^LaVI Axa^bi ^ 


“Question: what is the Fatwa of our great scholars and 
Imams of Deen, may Allah bless them and help them 
expose the deceit of stray people, on those Mongols who 
occupy Al-Sham (^Uiil) repeatedly, who say the Shahada 
and call themselves Muslims, and are no longer on the 
Kufr that they originally came with? Please explain to us 
what is the proper action toward these people as many 
are confused about them; some are confused because they 
are ignorant of what they (the Mongols) do, while others 
are confused due to their ignorance of the Hukm of 
Shari’ah in such cases”. 

“Answer: I say every group who abandons any part of 
the Shari’ah of Islam that is clear and well-known has to 
be fought by the consensus of Muslim Scholars, even if 
they pronounce the Shahada. For instance, if they say the 
Shahada but do not pray, then they have to be fought 
until they pray. Or if they say Shahada and pray but do 
not pay Zakat, then they have to be fought until they pay 
Zakat. ... Similarly, |they must be fought] if they do not 
make the things that Allah made Haram prohibited; or 
they do not rule in blood, financial and lineage issues in 
accordance with Islamic Laws; or they stop from 
ordering the Good and forbidding the Bad ... likewise, if 
they openly support Bida’a that is against the Quran and 
Sunnah...and the like”. 
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jjC, ^Lj| {ja i *^ 2 j^a 1 uia]| Jjlijljj £jaaLuia 1\ j\ jJaJaVb ^^JLAj” 

(j-al 4J- 3 jAj ,j2l£ 3^2 t^alujj Aalc. bil Lf L«a Ta^a 4juj*i jj& Ajujai £l±j| j) t^5Lui¥l 

t 4 .i_iUSJ) (jiaxuj ji£j L-ilaiil (jiasuj 


Ibn Taymiyah clearly stated in Vol. 28, p. 524: 

“It is a matter of fact in the Deen of Islam and by the 
consensus of all Muslims that whoever make excuses to 
follow a Deen other than Islam, or to rule with laws 
outside the Laws of Islam, [that this person] is a Kafir. It 
is exactly like the Kufr of those who claim they believe in 
some parts of the Book [of Allah] and disbelieve in other 
parts of the Book”. 

It is obvious to anyone, who has eyes and a heart, that Ibn 
Taymiyah declared that the Mongols who said the Shahada, 
some of whom prayed and performed other Islamic rituals, but 
ruled with a book that is not the Shari’ah, are Kuffar exactly 
like the People of the Book who believed in some of the Books 
of Allah and denied others. This is consistent thought out Ibn 
Taymiyah’s writings on this matter. 

So the best way to reconcile the sayings of the Imams is to 
understand their sayings all together and not allow them to 
contradict each other, or contradict themselves in cases of 
Tashabuh of their own sayings in other places. This is 
called “Reconciling the pieces of Evidence” <-«l jLl 
in Ahlul Sunn ah’s Methodology (see Al-I’etisam, Al-Shatibi 
Vol. l), something that Ahlul Bida’a do not like or accept. 

Cja AaIaIaJI 4jjjj jjUaii <jj! JjAj 

P jVI (j* Lac- Jjff ’j tJ aLula I ' ^*>v a 1 ) 

LjUaLuja]! QA jUull 4j IaSj jjj (JA .\Y\au A JIajII l^JUd J 

(j a £j)aya ul^ SjUfr jAj (j dil (jiS. jff ^jc- SjjaIaI! Ao11a]| 

qa Jjiiii! l^aSj ilA ja&j Aj^LuiVI AIaJIj Aoj) jaaillj qa jJi qa 

bit uldL ^‘S.W (jlc- IgJij-ailj lf> 1U Ifr jJu AaL ljjLusS ft I jAj ft jUj Jj^-a qa ^l^V) 

<bl Jajj AJla2 «—iaj j2l£ lillj Jx2 Aalfr <Ul) LJ I*-a AIujj 

jP AajjIj ^ ^L£]| (jaij j£j J2 jjj£ (jj ji La£ ” jjj£ jj Jol2 oIjmj Ai j-ujjj 

fjli <Ui! -LiP (jj Aaxa Lj ic. JjIaJI ^V\aH <Ull £ j*i tiSjii : Jli AJllal j ^ 5>a3j-a 
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VAalc- j ^j) qaj i if 0 ! i ji£ _ £j| jJuil qa o jjC- f LujVI 

” ^jOALaiAl! £U^b jiS tilJj Jx2 ,j^ 

In the Tafseer of the verse in Surat Al-Maidah: “Is it the 
Ruling of Jahiliyah that they wish to follow ?” Al-Maidah 50, 
Ibn Katheer stated: 

“Allah fif denounced whoever renounces the Laws of 
Shari’ah, which lead to everything good and forbid all 
evil, and accepts Man-Made opinions and desires and 
terms that Man put without reference to Shari’ah; as in 
the case with the kings of the Mongol, who ruled with 
laws that were introduced by their king Genghis Khan. 
Khan put together the “Yasaq”, which is a book of 
Jewish, Christian and Islamic Laws, and some of his own 
opinions. These laws became the constitution for his 
successors who followed the “Yasaq” instead of Shari’ah 
and the Sunnah of the Prophet m. So, whoever does such 
a thing is a Kafir and it is an obligation to light him until 
he returns to Shari’ah by ruling according to it in all 
small and big matters”. 


Continue: 

The Position of Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Ibraaheem: 

Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Ibraaheem said: 

“What came from Ibn 'Abbaas in explanation of this aayah: 

“And whoever does not rule by what Allaah revealed... ” [Sooratul Maa 'idah 
5:44] 

...from the narration of Taawoos and other than him shows that the one rules 
by other than what Allaah revealed is a disbeliever. It is either disbelief in 
creed which takes one out of the Religion, or it is disbelief in action which 
does not take one out of the Religion. ” [3] 

Shaikh Khalid al-Anbaree mentions in his book 'al-Hukmu bi Ghayri Maa 
Anzallallaahu' (p. 131), from Shaykh Abdullaah Ibn Jibreen. who is one of 
the foremost students of Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Ibraaheem - that the shaykh 
clearly took the position of differentiating between action and belief. 

This differentiation was confirmed from the Shaykh when he spoke about the 
matters that cause a person to apostate. He said: 

“The things which cause a person apostate are divided into three divisions: 
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The first division: That which the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alayhi 
wa sallam) is known to have come with, and opposing what is known by 
necessity that the Messenger (sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam) came with. So 
this is disbelief in that, regardless of whether it is in the foundations (usool) 
or in secondary matters (furoo), and no excuse can be sought by what is new 
in Islaam. 

The second division: Those to whom the proof is unknown. So this one does 
not disbelieve until the proof is established upon him, and the evidences are 
presented to him. After the proof has been established upon him, he only 
becomes a disbeliever if he has understood it. If he says: I do not understand, 
or he understands but contests, then the proof should be clarified to him with 
a sufficient explanation. 

Resisting stubbornly (’inaad) is not from the disbelief of the disbelievers, 
rather it is a part from its parts, and the other part or parts are not stubborn 
resistance, and the scholars have not entered into that judgement because it is 
between him and Allaah. 

The third division: Things that involve inner thoughts. So this does not cause 
a person to apostate until the proofs have been established upon him, 
regardless of whether it is in the foundations (usool) or secondary matters 
(furoo')... 

...So we know from this that there is no takfeer upon anyone except after the 
establishment ofproof upon him. 

So the first division is apparent, and the second is in its place in this case, not 
the third. 

Then there are two things here: Firstly, the ruling upon the thing that it is 
disbelief. Secondly, the ruling upon a person specifically is a separate matter, 
then there is the takfeer of a group such as the Jahmiyyah which is another 
thing. [4] 

Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Ibraaheem said: 

"... Whoever rules by it or rules by it believing in its correctness and legality, 
then he is a disbeliever with disbelief that expels from the Religion. However, 
if he does that without believing that it is permissible, then he is a disbeliever 
in action, which does not expel one from the Religion. ” [5] 

It seems that the quote this individual used here has been made 
intentionally ambiguous, which is an explanation by Khalid Al- 
Anbari. It is not enough, for any sane person, to say that since 
Al-Anbari is Mohammad Ibn Ibrahim’s student, then he has the 
authority to interpret his text and attribute his own 
understanding to the Sheikh! This is “forging the Daleel”. The 
unequivocal statement of Mohammad Ibn Ibrahim is what was 
quoted in Chapter Four, as cited in the Sheikh’s collection of 
Fatawa: 
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jA ^ JlijC'l £»« Attt JJC' ^1 I j| ^ JjS U j“ 

I jili (jlj ji£ ^.u/vVij <—ujjjj (jojl j2 J*a ^ ill Ul tU j SjaII <Lla j-L-a JjaJl 

, 75 ”41aJI £)£■ JflU l^i 4 J^c-j UQai/l 


Sheikh Mohammad Ibn Ibrahim, the great Mufti of Saudi 
Arabia, said in his collection of Fatwa, collected and 
commented on by Sheikh Mohammad Al-Qasem: 

“...but that which was called ‘Kufr less than Kufr’ is 
when a ruler judges with laws other than Shari’ah 
knowing that he is a sinner, given that he does it in 
individual cases once or so. But if he instates these rulings 
against Shari’ah as laws of the Land, then it is Kufr; even 
if they say: oh, we are making a mistake and we know 
Shari’ah is better (and that sort of talk), as this is a Kufr 
that takes one right out of Islam”. 

This is a clear “ Muhkam ” text from Mohammad Ibn Ibrahim, 
not false-interpretations and forgery of his statements. 

Continue: 

In the Kuwaiti magazine 'al-Furqaan' (Issue no. 28/p. 12) there was a 
meeting between his Eminence, Shaykh 'Abdul 'Azeez Ibn Baaz - and he is one 
of the foremost students of shaykh Muhammad Ibn Ibraaheem and a 
propagator of his knowledge. The questioner asked him: 

“There is a fatwaa of Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Ibraaheem aalush-Shaykh, the 
people of takfeer use it to prove that the shaykh did not differentiate between 
the one who rules by other than the Law of Allaah - making it halaal, and the 
one who is not like that, as the differentiation which is well known from the 
scholars. 

Shaykh Ibn Baaz said: 

“This matter is affirmed by the scholars - as has preceded - that whoever 
makes that halaal then he has indeed disbelieved. As for the one who does not 
make that halaal, such as the one who does it due to bribes or something 
similar, then this is disbelief less than disbelief. As for the Islaamic State 
which possesses power, then upon them is to struggle against the one does not 
rule by what Allaah revealed until that is established. ” 


75 Collection of The Fatawa of Sheik Mohammad Ibn Ibrahim, collected by 
Sheik Mohammad Ibn Abdulrahman Ibn Qasem. 
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We showed that Sheikh Bin Baaz ruled on this issue using 
much clearer words. This quote applies to the case of partially 
ruling against Shari’ah, not the instalment of a Man-Made 
Laws instead Shari’ah as the Law of the Land. This is repeated 
in many scholars’ statements including Bin Baaz. Sheikh Abdul 
Aziz Ibn Baaz said in an interview with Al-Da’wa Magazine, 
when he was asked about the ruling of Shari’ah in regards to 
those rulers who remove Shari’ah: 

(joS J yfc-lUj&l LMj&j al<.-,1 1 <&l JJj| La jJu ;JjAj ;ul 

a I-l£AJ £iaa. jSU <011 £jlu L)l L$JJ <0ll jjjl La jju 

<jl ; Jli <jl j , i jjLi. Lilj J)l jjj <011 £ ja!u ijfA VOj aLoui>1 Jjjjljill A Vi 

<ill jaja. La Jaiuil <Lij£i jSlS jya Jaisi 
- Jaifll <jl ; Jli £ J <4jiUd >1 Jjjjljill t>» ‘SI J Ji La jju JLV ^a ;^| 

: JjjL U-a Jla UjS .1 I- 1 *J 

LLj <LjjJ! jbo! joi. la^a Jjj.1 OW PLaIc- A&Jj 

Jxo. ljLS jlaol) < 01 1 La JaJL 4j 3 L 1 jSii jyS Jbasi AxjjJaJI J)l ; Jli 

<011 jjjl La JOXJ L>a Lai < (J^AAuiVI J)J& jA ^J.AvVlIIJ JJjiual! <0lt aLaAkj JL Jj ^UuJI 

. ?! <Ul& a j < .%a’l Jjjjj Vjoj S jlO*J jl S j! IpUjI 


“Those who rule with other than the Laws of Allah are of 
different types, depending on what they believe in and 
what they do. If one rules with Man-Made Laws thinking 
that it is better than the Laws of Allah, he is a Kafir by 
consensus. So is the one who installs Man-Made Laws 
and thinks that he’s allowed to do that; even if he says: I 
know that Shari’ah is better, he is still a Kafir as this is 
the form of Istihlal »jj-a ooa (making it Halal). 

Sheikh Bin Baaz also explained that just saying that the 
Deen of the Prophet is better than any other Deen does 
not make one a Muslim, Sheikh Bin Baaz gave the 
example of Abu Taleb who said in his poem: I know that 
the Deen of Mohammad is the best Deen on Earth. That 
did not make him a Muslim”. 


Continue: 

So the questioner said: 

“They use this fatwaa of Shaykh Ibn Ibraaheem as a proof!? ” 
Shaykh Ibn Baaz said: 
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“Muhammad Ibn Ibraaheem was not infallible. He was a scholar from 
amongst the scholars, he made mistakes sometimes and he was correct 
sometimes, he was not a prophet or messenger. Also like that were Shaykhul 
Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibnul Qayyim and Ibn Katheer, and other than 
them from the scholars. All of them made mistakes sometimes and were 
correct sometimes. Whatever from their statements is established upon the 
truth is to be taken and whatever opposes the truth is to be returned to the 
speaker. ” 

Subhana Allah, of course Ibn Ibrahim is a human being and is 
not infallible, so is Bin Baaz, Al-Albani, Al-Dousary, Ahmad 
Shaker, Mahmoud Shaker, Ibn Katheer, and Ibn Taymiyah for 
that matter. So are those of much lower ra nk in Deen and 
Taqwa of the “Counterfeit Salafis”. The question here is: who 
is right and who is wrong? Ahlul Sunnah offer an explanation 
that reconciles all the statement of these respected scholars, 
except when it is proven that it is against the consensus of 
Ahlul Sunnah such as Al-Albani’s ruling in Iman. 

This proves that refutations of these “Counterfeit Salafis” are as 
weak as the house of the spider: 

1 j] Cu Cluj] Cu_jjj]I (j)j” 

“And the weakest of houses is the house of the spider” 
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